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INTRODUCTION. 



HEN the valuable library of the fecond 

Earl of Oxford was purchafed by Thomas 

Oftxirae, the London bookfeller, it contained 

a " collection of fcarce, curious, and enter- 

tainii^ pamphlets and tra£ls," many of which 

were confidered unique. Out of thefe was 

formed the " Harleian Mifcellany," which extended to eight 

volumes 4to, and was publiflied at London in yearly volumes, 

the laft of which appeared about 1747. 

In the preparation of this valuable work, Olbome had the 
good fortune to obtain the aid of William Oldys, Efquire, a 
man to whom his country is deeply indebted for many literary 
fervices, the merits and importance of which are better known 
and efteemed at the prefent date than they were in his 
own time. In the feventh volume of this collection will 
be found a reprint of "Sir Thomas Overburie's Vifion; 
with the Ghofts of Weflon," &c., of which Oldys gives the 
following abftraft:* — "This is a Poem compofed in our 
Epic verfe, and, as may be gathered from the feventeenth 
page, by the author of the additional L^ends in that edition 
of the ' Myrror for Magiftrates,' which was printed in 4to, 
1610, whofe name was Richard Niccols. It is perhaps with 
fome impropriety entitled ' Sir Thomas Overburie's Vifion,' for 
it is indeed the vifion or dream of the author, upon whofe 
imagination the Trial of Sir Thomas's Murderers in Guild- 
Hall, where he had heard it, made fuch impreflion that Sir 
Thomas appeared to him at night in his deep, and led him to 
the Tower, and there relates how barbaroully he was treated 

* Vol. VIIL, Catalogue of Pamphlets in tlw tUrUUn Libra:?, No. 131, p. 61. 
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for his faithful fervices to his Mafter, (Robert Carr, Earl of 
Somerfet.) There is a wooden print of Sir Thomas, his Ghoft, 
and he concludes his tale with a rcqueft that our Author 
Ihould tranfmit to pofterity his true tragedy. Then, as they 
are looking towards Traytor's Bridge, they fee under the Arch 
the Ghoft of Wefton arife out of the Thames, and he tells the 
Story of his Guilt in a penitential manner; and here we have 
his pifture, with a halter about his neck. After whom appears, 
in the fame place, Mrs. Turner, whofe figure, in like manner alfo, 
is attended with her confeflion. To her fucceeds Sir Garvis 
Ellwis, Lieutenant of the Tower, and after him, Franklin: each 
in a print, attended with their fpeech. When the laft finks 
down. Sir Thomas winds up the whole with a Panegyrick 
upon the King's Juftice, in bringing his faid Murderers (except 
the two Noble Chiefs) to execution, and with prayers that 
Heaven would confound all treafonable attempts againfl him 
and the State: Here the Author wakes, and fo ends his Vifion." 

This abftrafl of the poem is fubftantially correft, but the 
verfion itfelf in the Mifcellany has the defefl of modernizing 
the language, and omitting the woodcuts, which are fingularly 
interefting; and as Niccols mud have feen the unhappy 
fufferers during their trials, may be prefumed to poffefs fome 
refemblance to the criminals. The woodcut of Mrs. Turner, 
whofe confeffion is fo pathetically exprefled, and in which fo 
many beautiful paflages occur, is particularly attradlive, and 
has been very accurately copied in the prefent reprint. 

The late Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, Esq., had in his 
library a rare traft, entitled " The Juft Downfall of Ambition, 
Adultery, and Murder," printed at London, fmall 4to. On 
the title-page there is a rude cut of Mrs. Turner, of which' a 
copy was etched by that gentleman, and prefixed, with other 
fimilar cuts, to the reprint of an unpublifhed work, entitled 
"The Whore's Rhetoric,"* originally printed, London, i2mo, 

♦ Edinburgh, 4to, 1836. 
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1683. There is no refemblance whatever between the two 
wood engravings. 

It is evident neither Anthony k Wood, nor, at a more recent 
period, Haflewood, ever faw a copy of the original edition of 
" Sir Thomas Overburies Vifion," which is of extreme rarity, 
and of which there is no copy in the library of the Britifti 
Mufeum, or in that of the Faculty of Advocates. Neither 
did Mr. Amos; who, in his elaborate work, entitled "The 
Great Oyer of Poifoning," * has quoted feveral portions of 
the poem, from the " Harleian Mifcellany, Vol. VII." This 
learned gentleman, albeit a lawyer and a member of the 
Supreme Council of India, duly appreciated the poetical 
merits of Niccols, for he ventures to fay, "The student of 
Englifh poetry will read with much intereft feveral of the 
lines; which, if he had not been apprized of their date, he 
would probably have fuppofed to have been written after the 
period of Waller and Denham." 

"Richard NiccoUs," fays Anthony a Wood, "efteemed 
eminent for his poetry in his time, was bom [about the year 
1584] of genteel parents in London, and at eighteen years 
of age, an. 1602, was entred a ftudent in Mag. coll. in 
Michaelmas term; but making little ftay there he retired 
to Mag. hall, and took the degree of bach, of arts in 1606, 
being then numbred among the ingenious perfons of the 
univerfity. After he had remained there for fome time he 
retired to the great City, obtained an employment fuitable 
to his faculty, and at length honoured the devotees to poetry 
with thefe things following," &c.t 

Haflewood, in his reprint of the " Mirror for Magiftrates," J 
fays that Niccols, who had publiflied an edition of that 
popular Mifcellany in 1610, with the text of which he had 
ventured to take liberties, had, when about twelve years of 

* London, 8vo, 1846^ p. 49. 
+ Wood's Athcnse Oxonienfes, edited by Dr. Blifs, London, 4to, 1815, Vol. II., p. 166. 

t London, 4to, 181 5, Vol. I., p. 14. 
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age, embarked in a veflel called the " Ark/' which failed with 
the expedition againft Cadiz in June, 1596, and was prefent at 
the great and complete vi6lory obtained by fea and land on 
that occafion. Whether this voyage was the refult of boyifh 
ardour, or that he was originally intended to be a£hially 
employed for his country in either marine or military fervice, 
is not known. 

He appears on his return to have refumed his ftudies, and 
in 1602 was entered a ftudent in Magdalen College, Oxford. 
He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1606, and was then 
efteemed among the "ingenious perfons of the Univerfity." 
In 1 6 10 he impliedly fays he fliould have continued the 
" Mirror for Magiftrates" further, if his own affairs would have 
fuffered him to proceed, but being called away by other 
employments, he of force left the completion to others. What 
defignation thefe employments gave him for the remainder 
of his life, beyond that of a poet, is not known. In that 
chara£ler his talents would appear overrated by Headley, who 
confidered him " a poet of great elegance and imagination," 
had not Warton unwittingly gone farther. Niccols, on reprint- 
ing the "Induftion," found the rhyme too perfect, and the 
language too polifhed, to allow the attempting of any of his 
fuppofed emendations, but towards the conclufion of the poem, 
he was bold enough to reje6l one flanza, and foift in four of 
his own compofmg; and it is to his credit that Warton, in 
analyfing the whole, reprinted two of thefe as the genuine 
production of Sackville. Such a compliment cannot be 
exceeded. He publifhed the "Cuckow," 4to, 1607, and he 
fays, 

** And CWi^u'-like of Cailaes wrongs in ruftick times did fing.'' 

He reprinted the "Mirror for Magiftrates" in 1610, edited 
in a manner that left his volume without any value but for 
the adding his own poems, viz., firft, the "Fall of Princes," 
and last, " A Winters Nights Vifion." This Vifion was com- 
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pofed probably as long before as Auguft, 1603, as that was 
the laft calamitous year when the plague ravaged extenfively 
previous to its being publifhed. On that occafion our author 
retired for fafety to Greenwich, where, wandering through the 
walks long favoured by Elizabeth, the circumftance of it being 
her natal place, combined with her then recent death, appears 
to have awakened his youthful mufe to attempt this metrical 
hiftory of her life, " Expicedium. A Funeral Oration upon the 
death of the late deceafed Princeffe, of famous memorye, 
Elizabeth," &c., 4to, 1603. He alfo wrote the "Three 
Sifters Teares. Shed at the late Solemne Funerals of 
the Royall deceafed Henry, Prince of Wales," &c., 4to, 161 3; 
"The Fvries. With Vertves Encomium, Or the Image of 
Honour. In two Bookes of Epigrammes," &c., 8vo, 1614; 
" Monodia or Walthams Complaint, vpon the death of that 
moft Vertuous and Noble Ladie, late deceafed the Lady 
Honor Hay," &c., 8vo, 161 5; "Londons Artillery, briefly 
containing the noble praftife of that wo[r]thie Societie," &c., 
4to, 1616. (For an account of this poem, fee "Britifli 
Bibliographer," Vol. I., p. 363.) "Sir Thomas Overbvries 
Vifion," &c., 4to, 1 616, reprinted in the " Harleian Mifcellany," 
181 1, Vol. VII., p. 178. The author makes the Ghoft of 
Overbury, in his addrefs to him, fay — 

''{O thou mortall Wight) 
Whofe moumefull Mufe, but whilome did recite 
Our Brittaine Princes, and their wofiill fates 
In that true (Mirrourfor our MagiftraUs,^ 

His laft work is " The Beggers Ape," &c., 4to, 1627. 

As an able bibliographer, Haflewood deferves great com- 
mendation, but we are not prepared to aflign much weight to 
his poetical criticifms, which fhow that he had not drank 
deeply of the Caftalian Spring. He was a zealous follower 
of the dry-as-duft school of the period, and rather preferred 
collating the different editions of the " Mirror for Magiftrates" 
than enjoying its beauties. Headley, on the other hand, whofe 
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high opinion was founded exclufively upon Niccols' contri- 
butions to the " Mirror " — for he apparently had never fecn 
the " Vifion '* — was a poet himfelf; and his " Seleft Beauties 
of Ancient Englifh Poetry, with Remarks," publiflied originally 
in 1787, when he was only twenty-two years of age, afford 
ample evidence of his elegant poetical tafte, and his great 
critical ability.* 

The acccflion of the Royal Family of Stewart to the Throne 
of England did not realize the anticipations of thofe who 
imagined a union of the two kingdoms would be beneficial 
to both. The Scots were difcontented at the abfence of the 
King and Court, whilft the Englifh, during the entire reign 
of James, had but little caufe for rejoicing at the prefence of a 
Monarch who difTipated the rcfources of the country on his 
favourites, whofe manners were unkingly, and whofe habits 
were grofs and fenfual. His reign in England, which com- 
menced on 24th March, 1603, and terminated on 27th March, 
1625, to borrow an epithet of modem days, was throughout a 
fenfational one. 

Although James met with a hearty welcome from his new 
fubjefts, and was flattered and feafled to his heart's content, 
thefe halcyon days gradually pafTed away; and after two 
years of a deceitful calm, a combination of malcontents was 
forming, whofe objeft it was to deflroy the King, Lords, and 
Commons, by what is known as the Gunpowder Plot. His 
Majefty was flattered by the courtiers for the good things he 
fcattered amongfl them ; but by the gentry, as well as com- 
monality, was held in little eflimation, and the contrafl drawn 
between him and his predecefTor was certainly not to his 
advantage. The only manly paflime of his Majefly was the 
chafe, in which he frequently indulged, carefully guarded by 
a retinue of followers to protefl him from harm. He had a 
tafle for mafques and pageants; patronifed tilts, but feldom 

* He died on the 15th of November, 1788, in the twenty-third year of his age. 
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perfonally ventured to run a courfe. To females he was cold, 
but an admirer of male beauty. 

When he left Scotland, James took with him, as a Groom 
of the Chamber, a young man named Prefton, of an ancient 
family, neither noble nor rich, but a£live, handfome, and well 
educated. During the tournaments, fo frequently exhibited 
at Court, probably more for the gratilfication of Anne of Den- 
mark than the delegation of her timid hufband, Prefton 
diftinguiflied himfelf by his agility and the (kill he difplayed 
in managing his fteed. He was, upon the occafion of his 
Majefty's coronation, 2Sth July, 1603, made a Knight of the 
Bath. Subfequently he received a Scottifh Peerage, under the 
title of Lord Dingwall, 8th June, 1609; and upon obtaining 
the hand of the Vifcountefs of Tilliophelim, the only furvivii^ 
child of the Earl of Ormond, and the youthful widow of the 
apparent heir-male of that noble family, was created Earl of 
Defmond in Ireland. 

Favoured as Lord Dingwall continued to be by James and 
his Queen, it was his fate to be eclipfed by another youth 
from the North, whofe fair proportion of body and beauty of 
countenance the Monarch found it impoffible to refift. 

It is ftrange that the new favourite was brought under the 
notice of James by the old one. Dingwall, being ordered by 
the King to perform at a courtly tilting, having a regard for 
Robert Car or Ker, a fon of the Laird of Femihurft— from 
his being, like himfelf, a native of Scotland, and from his 
*' comely vifage " and " courtly prefence "—preferred him to 
carry the device to the King, according to the ufual cuftom- 
When he (hould have lighted from his horfe to perform his 
office, the animal ftarted back, threw him down, and broke 
his leg.* James, learning that his name was Ker, and that 
he was one of his pages, caufed him to be taken into the 

♦ Sec Osborne's Traditionary Memoir in the Secret Hiftorv of the Toiirf ^f 
James I., edited by Sir Walter Scott, Edin., Svo, 1811, VolX ^375! "^ ""^ 
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Court, and attended to carefully until he recovered from his 
hurt Wilfon, in his life of James, mentions that his Majefty 
** vifited him often during his necefTitated reftraint fometimes 
an hour or more, converting with him to found him and know 
what he was; and though he found no great depth of literature 
and experience, yet fuch a fmooth and calm outfide made him 
think there might be a good and fit anchorage for his mofl 
retired caufes/' 

In a mofl amufmg letter by Thomas Howard, fubfequently 
Earl of Suffolk, to Sir John Harrington of Kelflon,* afler 
inflru6Ung his friend as to his behaviour when he came to 
Court, he thus defcribed the ruling favourite, " Car hath all 
£aivours, as I told you before; the King teacheth him Latin 
every morning, and I think fome one fhould teach him 
Englifh too; for, as he is a Scottifh lad, he hath much need of 
better language. The King doth much covet his prefence; 
the Ladies too are not behind-hand in their admiration; for I 
tell you, good Knight, this fellow is flraight-limbed, well- 
favourede, flrong-fhoulderd, and fmooth-faced, with fome fort 
of cunning and fhow of modefly; tho*, God wot, he well 
knoweth when to fhew his impudence." This worthy noble- 
man did not then imagine he was fubfequently to be a party 
to the unhallowed efpoufals of his profligate daughter to the 
"Scottifh lad." 

During the period that Somerfet was thus climbing the 
ladder of promotion, his afcent was materially aided by Sir 
Thomas Overbury, whofe judicious advice and affeflionate 
anxiety was of incalculable value to him. His counfellor was 
an accomplifhed gentleman, who had travelled, feen Courts, 
and wrote in verfe as well as profe. When at the pinnacle of 
power, Car threw down the ladder by which he had mounted. 
He had been fafcinated by the beauty and addrefs of an un- 
principled female, the Lady Frances Howard, daughter of Sir 

* Nichols' Progrefles of James I., London, 4to, 1828, Vol. II., p. 413. 
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John Harrington's correfpondent, who had been married when 
aknoft a child to the youthful Earl of Effex — the fon of the 
unfortunate favourite of Queen Elizabeth. 

Upon the 25th of March, 161 1, Car, ftyled " fon to Thomas 
Car, Laird of Femihurft," was created Vifcount Rochefter at 
Whitehall, with great ceremony. Upon the 21ft of April 
following, " Sir Thomas Overbury, having offended his friend 
Car, was firft imprifoned" in the Tower.* 

Overbury had previoufly been the " Pythias" of "Car," and 
in order to influence him, his father had been made, through 
the Howards, a Welfh judge; the fon, " naturally of an infolent 
fpirit, which was elevated by being fo intimate with the favourite, 
and wholly having ingroffed that commodity, which could not 
be retayled but by him and his favor; with a kind of fcome 
neglefted their friendfhips, yet made ufe of both." t 

Sir Anthony Weldon informs his readers that the Earls of 
Northampton and Suffolk, the latter his nephew, and both 
Howards, unable to influence Overbury as they defired, took 
other means of accomplifhing what they wanted by means of a 
** * Moabitifh woman,' a daughter of the Earle of Suffolk, married 
to a young noble gentleman, the Earle of Effex." This was the 
Lady Frances, fecond daughter of Thomas, Earl of Suffolk. Her 
elder fifler, Elizabeth, was the wife of William KnoUys, Earl 
of Banbury, an aged nobleman, upon whofe death two male 
children were produced as bom of the marriage; but their 
legitimacy was not allowed, and the Earldom of Banbury 
thereby became extinft. 

A meeting was brought about at the houfe of a depraved 
perfon of the name of Coppinger, who, though originally of 
good fortune and family, had become thoroughly degraded, 
but was a friend of both the Howards, and a very fuitable 
perfon for what followed. Thefe love pafTages between Car 

♦ Nichols* Progreffes of James I., Vol. II., p. 416. 
t Secret Hiftory of the Court of James I., Vol. I., pp. 376-7-8. 
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and Lady Frances came to the ears of Overbury, " that John 
Baptift that reproved the Lord for the fin of ufing the 
lady, and abufing the young Earl of Essex ; would call her 
ftrumpet, her mother and brother bawds, and ufed them with 
fo much fcome, as in truth was not to be endured from a 
fellow of his rank, to perfons of that quality, how faulty foever 
otherwife they were. 

** Then, to fatisfie Overbury, and blot out the name of fin, 
his love led him into a more defperate way, by a refolution to 
marry another mans wife. Againft this then did Overbury 
bellow louder, and in it, fhewed himfelf more like an affeflionate 
then a difcreet and moderate friend : had he compounded but 
one dram of difcretion with an ounce of affeflion, he might 
with fuch a receipt have preferved his own life, and their 
fortunes and honors." * 

The firft ftep to remove Overbury was to influence the King 
againfl: him, and this was not very difficult to effeft. It was 
arranged that he fliould be fent as Ambaflador to Ruffia. If 
he accepted the appointment, he was removed from all inter- 
ference with the fhameful proceedings in progrefs. If he 
refufed, then he incurred the difpleafure of James, an act of 
contempt, for which he could expeft nothing lefs than 
imprifonment. He rejefted the appointment, and was com- 
mitted to the Tower, which he never left alive; this imprifon- 
ment was exaftly twenty-feven days after his perfidious friend 
had been created Vifcount of Rochefter. 

Whether Damon contemplated what was to follow the 
incarceration of the once beloved Pythias is uncertain. That 
he was a party to the commitment to the Tower is plain, but 
at any time a fingle word to James would have procured a 
remiffion of the fentence. After a careful confideration of the 
evidence adduced on the trial of the parties implicated in 
Overbury's murder, there does not appear any proof that 

* Secret Hillory of the Court of James I., Vol. I., p. 379. 
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Somerfet was at all cognifant of the intended murder. Of 
the guilt of his wife there is not the fliadow of a doubt She 
was the originator and prime mover, and as vindi6live as 
(he was profligate; (he prolonged the fufferings of her viflim 
until the lateft moment, when nature could fuftain the poifonous 
attack no longer, and Overbury expired — the viftim of a 
falacious woman. 

Whilft Overbury was in durance vile, proceedings were 
inflituted for annulling the marriage between Lady Frances 
Howard and the Earl of Effex ; and a courfe of inveftigation 
paiTed, not to be paralleled in any civilized country, in which 
the King himfelf performed a prominent part. What was 
done in this iniquitous affair will be found in Ofborne's 
"Traditionary Memoirs," to which the reader is referred. 
Abbot, Archbifliop of Canterbury, oppofed the whole pro- 
ceedings, and protefted againft them, by which he incurred 
the Royal difpleafure, " and dyed in the difgrace of the king 
on earth, though in favour with the king of kings." 

Sir Thomas Overbury died on the isth of September, 1613, 
and was buried in the Tower about the fame time the marriage 
of the Earl of Effex and Lady Frances was pronounced a 
nullity. "The morning that the matter was to be decided, 
the King fent an exprefs commandment [to the judges] that in 
opening they (hould not argue nor ufe any reafon, but only 
give their affent or diffent." In the fentence all that is faid is 
that the marriage was null,* propter latetis et incurabile impedu 
mentufn,\ 

Oh the 26th December following, this unhappy marriage 
was confummated, for which the " family of Suffolk paid dear 
in aftertime, and had fower fawce to that fweet meat of their 
great fon-in-law." J The writer continues, " Surely he was the 

* Nichols' Progreffcs of James I., Vol. IL, p. 678. The vote was feven for the 
divorce, and five againft it. 

f Notwithflandin^ this " impedimentum," Lord Eflex married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir William Paulet, bv whom he had a fon, Robert, who died young. 

X Secret Hiftory of the Court of James I., VoL I., p. 39a 
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mod unfortunate man in that marriage, being as generally 
beloved for himfelfe and difpofition, as hated afterwards for his 
Unking himfelfe in that family ; for in all the time of this mans 
favor, before this marriage, he did nothing obnoxious to the 
ftate, or any bafe thing for his private gain ; but whether it 
was his own nature that curbed him, or that there was then a 
brave prince living, and a noble queene that did awe him, we 
cannot fo eafily judge, becaufe, after this marriage and their 
death, he did many ill things." 

Whilft Overbury, a clofe prifoner in the Tower, was gradually 
finking under the poifons adminiftered to him from day to day 
by the agents of the future Countefs of Somerfet, his murderer 
was taking meafures to diffolve her marriage with the Earl of 
Effex. The King, ftill infatuated with his favourite, and 
influenced by the lady's father, Suffolk, and her grand-uncle 
Northampton, gave his countenance to the flep. With his 
authority, and probably afting under his advice — for James 
prided himfelf on his legal knowledge* — a jury of matrons 
was fummoned for preliminary invefligation; and the lady, 
judging it preferable to appear by proxy, induced a young 
female about her own figure, and attired in one of her drefTes, 
to take her place, clofely veiled, no doubt to hide her blufhes. 
The perfonation fucceeded admirably; the matrons and their 
venerable ecclefiaflical and legal afTeffors prefent for the 
occafion concurred in opinion, and declared her to be " Virgo 
inta£la." It was prefumed this decifion would have negatived 
the fatna clanwfa which had previoufly damaged the character 
of this high-bom lady. But although it fatisfied Royalty, 
and afforded ground for the proceedings which fpeedily 
followed, the public was not fatisfied, ridiculed all the aflors 

♦In the "Mifcellany of the Abbotsford Club," Vol. I., p. 195, there is a 
remarkable proof of this, being no lefs than a learned award or decreet arbitral, 
prepared by the King as to the fuccei&on to the Baronv of Sanc[iihar, the original 
of which is corre<fled throughout in his well-known nandwridng. It is a very 
elaborate and able document The original MS. is in the library of the Faculty 
of Advocates. 
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in this difgufting drama, and applied to the principal performer 
the coarfeft epithets.* 

On the 26th of December, 161 3, the bridegroom, having 
been previoufly created Earl of Somerfet, became hufband of 
Lady Frances Howard. " The Dean of the Chapel coupled 
them ; which fell out ftrangely that the fame man (hould marry 
the fame perfon in the fame place, upon the felf-fame day (after 
eight years), the former party yet living. All the difference 
was, that the King gave her the laft time, and now her father. 
The King and Queen were both prefent, and tailed wafers and 
3rpocrafs as at ordinary weddings." The Dean of the Chapel 
was Dr. Montague, Bifhop of Bath and Wells, t 

Grifford, who has printed the mafque performed upon 
occafion of the marriage of the Earl of Effex and the Lady 
Frances Howard in 1606, in his valuable edition of the works 
of Ben Jonfon, J compliments him for not proftituting his mufe 
upon occafion of the new efpoufals of Lady Frances by any 
produ6lion in honour of thefe infamous nuptials. For this 
ftrange error he has been juftly taken to talk by Nichols, 
who, in the valuable work juft referred to, is furprifed 
" that Mr. Gifford fhould congratulate himfelf and his readers 
that Jonfon was not employed at all in the celebration of 
the prefent ill-omened Marriage." Now, it is proved beyond 
doubt that he was doubly employed, both in " The Challenge at 
Tilt at a Marriage," 161 3, and in the " Irifli Mafque." As both 
thefe are printed by Gifford, it muft be prefumed he never 
read either the one or the other, for the internal evidence 
proves at once for what marriage they were intended. § 

What was there wonderful in Jonfon, like other poets of the 
day, who even in our times are not overburdened with riches, 
taking money for placing his poetical fervices at the pleafure 

•The young lady's name, as given by Sir Anthony Wtldon, was Fines — 
probablv Ficnnes.— Secret Hiftory of the Court of James I., Vol. I., p. 3S9. 
f Nidiols* Progreffes of Tames I., Vol. II., p. 725. 
t London, 8vo, 1816, Vol. VII., p. 46. 
I See Appendix. 
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of the King on an occafion which afforded royalty much 
gratification. At this time the murder of Overbury had not 
come to light, and Somerfct, backed by the Howards, was in 
the afcendant. The Countefs, notwithftanding her damaged 
reputation, was the queen of beauty, and worihipped at Court 
Could it be imagined that Jonfon would alone refufe to contri- 
bute to the general amufement,becaufe of the very extraordinary 
and unheard of, but legal, procedure which had diffolved her 
previous matrimonial vow? Would James have overlooked 
and forgiven a refufal on the part of his Poet-Laureate.^ 

Somerfet, believing his influence over the King would be 
perpetual, gradually loft his popularity; and the Howards, 
who propofed through his means to rule, became difgufted 
when they found how little he was inclined to benefit them. 
His haughtinefs and prefumption offended Anne of Denmark, 
and irritated her huft)and, whilft the courtiers who hated the 
Scottifh parvenu formed a party for his deftruftion. 

With this intention, they felefted a young man of the name 
of Villiers, whofe perfonal beauty it was expefted would 
attraft the notice of James. Nor were they difappointed in 
their anticipations. Before proceeding to open hoftilities, 
Villiers offered himfelf as a fuppliant, and folicited the patron- 
age of the favourite, who rejefted his offer of fervice with 
fcorn. War was the confequence, and the downfall of Somerfet 
followed. The fallen favourite fliould have remembered how 
he had fupplanted Dingwall, who, feeing his reign was paft, 
prudently refigned what he had no power to retain, and by fo 
doing prefcrved the favour of the King. It was Somerfet's 
attempt to oppofe the pleafure of the Monarch that brought 
to light the murder of Overbury, which probably otherwife 
might have been entirely overlooked. 

As the fafts are fully detailed in the State Trials, as well as in 
the " Great Oyer of Poifoning," which we have already noticed, 
it appears unneceffary to do more than refer to thefe works 
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for fuch further information as may be required on the fubjeft 
of this moft horrible murder, its difcovery and the proceedings 
adopted to bring all implicated in it to trial, and the punifli- 
ment of the murderers. The Countefs pleaded guilty; but 
her hufband, who was tried after her, pointedly denied his 
guilt, and affuredly, if the trial had taken place in Scotland, 
where the English diflike of the Scots would not have had any 
effeft, the verdift could only have been one of " Not proven." 

Of the inferior culprits, the only one who fuffered unjuftly 
was Sir Gervaife Elwes, who met with fcrimp juftice, as there 
was no evidence to (hew his knowledge of the adminiflration of 
poifoned food. He was a man held in general eflimation, and 
had in thofe evil times, what was not very common, a reputa- 
tion free from (lain. 

Irrefpeftive of the great poetical merits of " Sir Thomas 
Overburies Vifion," it derives peculiar intereft from affording 
a contemporaneous defcription, accompanied by portraitures, 
of the unhappy perfons who were brought to the fcaffold for 
a£ling as agents of the Countefs in her atrocious and vindic- 
tive proceedings. 

Wefton was brought to trial upon the 19th October, 1615, 
and, being found guilty, was afterwards executed. Mrs. 
Turner was tried and convifted on the 7th November, 1615, 
when the Lord Chief Juftice Coke, the celebrated com- 
mentator on Littleton, before the jury retired to confider 
their verdifl, told the unhappy woman that "(he had the 
feven deadly fins, viz., a whore, a bawd, a forcerer, a witch, 
a papift, a felon, a murderer, the daughter of the Devil For- 
man; wi(hing her to repent, and become a Servant of Jefus 
Chrift, and to pray to him to caft out of her thofe feven Devils." 
On the 14th November following, (he was executed. Sir Ger- 
vaife Elwes was brought to trial on the i6th November, and 
conviftcd; and Franklin was in like manner convifted on 
the 27th November following, and both thereafter executed. 
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Of the treatment of the prifoners by the Court, a fpecimen 
has been given in the cafe of Mrs. Turner, from which it may 
be inferred that her partners in guilt were dealt with in a 
fimilar manner. Againft Elwes there was no legal evidence 
of acceflion, and to a gentleman of birth, education, and good 
chara6ler, the infults offered to him muft have been even 
worfe than the fentence of death, afterwards pronounced upon 
him. " Poor Mrs. Turner," as Weldon defignates her,* 
" Wefton, and Franklyn began the tragedy, Mrs. Turners day 
of mourning being better than the day of her birth, for flie 
dyed very penitently, and fliewed much modefty in her laft 
aft, which is to be hoped was accepted with God. After that 
dyed Wefton, and then was Franklyn arraigned, who confeffed 
that Overbury was fmothercd to death, not poyfoned to death, 
though he had poyfon given him." 

This account of the laft moments of Anne Turner is quite 
in unifon with the beautiful verfes of Niccols, in which the 
unhappy woman, by the penitential confeflion of her fins, and 
her fincere contrition, appeals to the fympathy of her auditors.! 

Somerfet and his wife were brought to trial in i6i6. She 
was tried on the 24th of May, and was convi6led upon her 
own confeffion. Her huft>and next day boldly affcrted his 
innocence, neverthelefs was found guilty by a jury compofed 
of men who had previoufly made up their minds to convift 
him. 

The " Vifion" is dated in 16 16, but has neither the name of 
the printer nor publifher. Nor is the place of fale given. As 
it fays nothing about the conviftion of the two principal 
culprits, it may be affumed that it was compofed and circulated 
in the interval between the execution of Franklyn and the trial 
of the Countefs. It is conjeftured to have not been printed 
for fale, Niccols being by no means certain what ufe my 

* Secret Hiflory of the Court of James I., Vol. I., p. 416. 

t Amos, p. 223. 
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Lord Chief Jufticc Coke, " the very quinteflence of law," as 
Weldon farcaflically calls him, might have made of it This 
may explain its extreme rarity. 

The portraits may be affumed to bear fome refemblance to 
the parties intended to be reprefented, as Niccols was not a 
perfon, from his pofition, likely to palm any fi6litious heads 
upon his readers, many of whom muft have been familiar with 
their features. 

The Countefs did not follow her viftims to the fcaffold, but 
received a pardon, which was no a6l of mercy, for, parted for 
ever from her hufband, flie lived and died in a (late of the 
greateft wretchednefs and mifeiy, excluded from all inter- 
courfe with the world, and debarred accefs to her only child, 
bom whilft confined in the Tower, and named Anne after the 
Queen. Amongft the Domeftic Papers in the State Paper 
Office, November 17, 1615, there is preferved this interefting 
notice,* figned "W. Smithe:" — "The Countefs of Somerfet 
laying her hand on her belly faid, if I were rid of this 
burden, it is my death that is looked for, and my death they 
fhall have." The child was taken from her, and brought up 
in the paths of virtue. Her mother died whilft (he was young, 
and every care was taken to prevent knowledge of her crimes 
reaching her daughter's ears. Neither was (he allowed to 
breathe the foul atmofphere of the Court, until it received 
purification after the acceffion of Charles I., who, with all his 
faults, gave no countenance to vice and irreligion. 

The Mafques, fo popular in the reign of Elizabeth and 
James, were equally fo in the reign of Charles, whofe Queen, 
Henrietta, not only occafionally took part in them herfelf, but 
induced her hufband to do fo alfo. In the year 1634, " The 
Temple of Love," by Inigo Jones and William Davenant, 
was performed by the Queen's Majefty and her Ladies at 
Whitehall on Shrove Tuefday. Amongft the latter was Lady 

*Amos, p. 28. 
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Anne Carr, then about nineteen years of age. Her future 
hufband, Lord Ruffel, was one of the noble " Perfian Youths " 
prefent on this occafion ; and it may be furmifed that it was 
during this performance the graces of the lady originated that 
affeflion which, three years afterwards, brought about her 
marriage with William, Lord Ruffel, created Duke of Bedford 
after the Revolution, and who died in the eighty-feventh year 
of his age, on the 7th of September, 1 700. 

" Fathers have flinty hearts,*' it is faid, and Francis, fourth 
Earl of Bedford, was no exception to the adage. Neither 
the charms, nor, what were preferable, the virtues of the lady, 
could efface the guilt of her mother, or induce the noble Earl 
to confent to the nuptials, though urged to do fo by the King 
and Queen. Plutus did what royalty could not. The Earl 
of Somerfet, to his credit be it fpoken, facrificed the remains 
of his fortune, which feems to have been greater than is ufually 
fuppofed, and the lovers were made happy by a payment to 
the Earl of ;f 12,000, a very lai^e fum in thofe days. 

The eldeft fon of this marriage is hiftorically known as 
William, Lord Ruffel, who unjuftly fuffered in 1683 for his 
alleged participation in what is called the Rye Houfe Plot. 
His defcendant, the Duke of Bedford, is thus the lineal heir 
and reprefentative of the Earl and Countefs of Somerfet. 

Somerfet was entitled to the pardon he received from the 
Monarch by whom he was once fo much beloved — for there 
was no legal evidence whatever of his participation in the 
guilty praftices of the Countefs. If he had followed the 
example fhown him by his original patron, Lord Dingwall, in 
his own cafe, and quietly allowed Geoi^e Villiers to take his 
place in the King's affeftion, the murder of Overbury would 
never have been brought to light. 

The prefent reprint is a facfimile — page for page, and line 
for line — of the original, in the poffeffion of Mr. Alexander 

Young, of Glafgow. 

J. M. 
Edinburgh. 
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The following Lines and Note are taken from Mr. Henry 

Huth's *'INEDITED POETICAL MISCELLANIES, 1584-1700" 

(printed for private circulation, 8vo, 1870): — 

[Upon the Marriage of Robert Car, Earl of 
Somerset and Frances, Countess of Essex.^] 

To THE Most Noble, and above his Titles, 
Robert, Earle of Somerset. 

They are not thofe, are prefent w'h they' face. 

And clothes, & guifts, that only do thee grace 

At thefe thy nuptials; but whofe heart and thought 

Do waytc vpon thee, and they' love not bought. 

Such weare true wedding robes and are true Freindes, 

That bid, God giue thee ioy, and haue no endes. 

W^h I do, early, vertuous Somerfet, 

And pray thy ioyes as lading bee as great. 

Not only this, but euery day of thine, 

W'h the fame looke or w*h a better (hine. 

May flie whomc thou for fpoufe to day doft take. 

Out-bee y^ Wife in worth thy freind did make: 

And thou to her, that Hufband, may exalt 

Hymens amends to make it worth his fault. 

^Believed to be unpublilhed : nor can the rcafon for their fupprellion be 
otherwife than obvious. Thefe lines were feemingly written, in Jonfon's familiar 
autograph, on the original flyleaf of a copy of one of the folio editions of his IVorkes, 
publilhed in 16 16, and have been fubfequently palled on to the modem fly- 
leaf of a copy of the folio of 1640. At the top of the page, in a different but 
probably coeval hand, occurs this memorandum : ' Thefe verfes were made by the 
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So be there never difcontent or forrow 

To rife w'h eyther of you on the morrow. 

So be yo"" Concord ftill as deepe as mute ; 

And eue*ry ioy in manage turne a fruite. 

So may thofe Marriage-Pledges comforts proue: 

And eu'ery birth encrcafe the hcate of Loue. 

So in they' number may [you] never fee 

Mortality, till you [im]mortall bee. 

And when your yeares rife more then would be told, 

Yet neyther of you feeme to th* other old. 

That all y' view you then, and late, may fay. 

Sure this glad payre were marrie'd but this day. 

Ben: Jonson. 

audlhor of this booke, and were deliuered to the Earle of Somerfett vpon his 
Lo: wedding day: they are written by his owne hand.' • • ♦ ♦ tIj^ jq^^ 
which the prefent lines breathe is one certainly of extravagant, but we are fcarcely, 
perhaps, warranted in adding hypocrUical^ laudation. Singularly enough, at a 
later period, when the fortunes of Car, as well as his fame, had fuffered an 
irrecoverable fall, a fellow-countryman, Robert Farley, dedicated to him with the 
moil difmtereded devotion a little book of emblems.^ The copy of Jonfon's 
WorkSf 1640, from which the prefent inedited lines have been derived, is in the 
BritKh Mufeum, for which it was purchafed feveral years ago at Sotheby's au<fHon- 
rooms. 

^ [This rare volume is entitled ' * Kalendarivm HvMANiE viTiE The Kalbnder 
OF Mans Life. Auihore Roberto Farlao^ Scoto Briiamo. London Printed for 
William Hope^ and are to be fould at ^ vnicorne neare the JRoyall Exchange, 
1638." 8vo. The dedication to Somerfet is in Latin. Mr. Maidment is in 
poueflion of a prefentation by the Faculty of Advocates and Writers to the Signet 
to a burOEuy in their gift for the education of indigent fcholars in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh, dated 27th February, 1622, from which it appears that Robert Fairlie 
fone lawfull to umquhile Robert Fairlie, Goldfmith, burgh of Edinburgh, fucceeded 
Alexander Steven the lad pofleffor who had "(MUTed his coors of philofophie." 
The document has twenty-nme fignatures.] 
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SIR Thomas* OvERBVRiE^" 

Vijion. 



^Vf]^ Hen poyfon ( O that poyfon and foule wrong, 

^'^ Should euer be the fubied; of my fong! ) 

Had fet loud Fame vpon a loftie wing, 

Throughout our ftreetes with horrid voice to fing 

Thofe vncouth tidings, in each itching eare, 

How raging luft of late, too foone did beare 

That monfter murther, who once brought to light. 

Did flay the man whofe vifion I recite : 

Then did th' inconftant vulgar day by day, 

Like feathers in the wind, blowne euery way, 

Frequent the * Forum, where in thickeft throng, % GuUdhaiL 

I one amongft the reft did pafle along 

To heare the iudgement of the wife, and know 

That late blacke deede, the caufe of mickle woe : 

But from the reach of voice too farre compel'd, 

That beaft of many heads I there beheld, 

And did obferue how euerie common drudge, 

A 3 Aflum'd 
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Affum'd the perfon of an awefull ludge: 

rfU^'^Sr" H^^^ ^^^^^ ^all amidft the throng one (lands 
Nodding his head, and a6ling with his hands, 
Difcourfing how the poyfons fwift or flow 
Did worke, as if their nature he did knowe : 
An other here, prefuming to outftrippe 
The reft in founder iudgement, on his lippe 
His finger layes, and winketh with one eye, 
As if fome deeper plot he could defcrie : 
Here foure or fine, that with the vulgar fort 
Will not impart their matters of import, 
Withdraw and whifper, as if they alone 
Talk't things that muft not vulgarly be knowne; 
And yet they talke of naught from mome till noone 
But wonders, and the fellowe in the moone : 
Here fome excufe that which was moft amifle; 
Others doe there accufe, where no crime is, 
Accufing that which they excuf'd anon, 
Inconftant people, neuer conftant known: 
Cenfure from lippe to lippe did freely flie, 
He that knew nothing, with the reft would crie, 

The voice of iudgement; euery age ftiall finde 

Th' igno- 
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Th' Ignoble vulgar cruell, mad in minde: 
The muddie fpawne of euery fruideffe braine, 
Daub'd out in ignominious lines, did ftaine 
Papers in each mans hand, with rayling rimes 
Gainft the foule A6lors of thefe wel-knowne crimes : 
Bafe wittes, like barking curres, to bite at them 
Whom iuftice vnto death fhall once condem. 
I that beheld, how whifpering rumour fed 
The hungrie eares of euery vulgar head 
With her ambiguous voyce ; night being come, 
Did leaue the Forum and returned home; 
Where after fome repaft, with g^ife oppreft 
Of thefe bad dayes, I tooke me to my reft : 
And in that filent time, when fullen night 

A defcriptioii 

Did hide heau'ns twinckling tapers from our fight, of midnight. 

And on the earth with blackeft lookes did lowre. 

When euery clocke chimb'd twelue, the midnight houre. 

In which imprifon'd ghoafts free licence h^ue 

About the world to wander from their graue; 

When hungrie wolues and wakefuU dogges do howle 

At euery breach of aire, when the fad owie 

On the houfe top beating her balefuU wings, 

And 
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And Ihreeking out her dolefull ditty, fings 
The fong of death, vnto the ficke tliat He 
Hopeleffe of health, forewarning them to die: 
luft at that houre, I thought my chamber dore 
Did foftly open, and vpon the floare 
I heard one glide along, who at the laft 
Did call and bid me wake; at which agaft 
I vp did looke, and loe, a naked man 
Of comely fiiape, but deadly pale and wan. 
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Before me did appeare, in whofe fad looke, 

As in the mappe of griefe or forrowes booke, 

My eye did reade fuch charadlers of woe, 

As neither paintings, skill, nor pen can fhowe : 

With dreadful! horrour almoft ftricken dead 

At fuch a fight, I (hrunke into my bed. 

But the poore Ghoaft to let me vnderftand 

For what he came, did waft me with his hand. 

And forrowes teares diftilling from his eies, 

His poyfon'd limbs he Ihow'd, and bad me rife. 

Which fearefuU I, not daring difobey, 

Rofe vp and followed, while he lead the way 

Through many vncouth wayes, he led me on 

Ouer that Towers fatall hill, whereon 

That fcaffold Hands, which fithence it hath flood 

Hath often lickt vp treafons taynted blood : 

Thence ouer that fame wharfe, faft by whofe fhoares 

From Londons bridge the prince of riuers roares, 

He in a moments fpace by wondrous power, 

Tranfported me into that fpacious Tower, 

Where as we entred in, the very fight 

Of that vaft building, did my foule affright : 

B I There 
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There did I call to minde, how or'e that gate, 
The chamber was, where vnremorfefuU fate 
i^EdwardsMiidi Did worke the falls of thofe two ^ Princes dead, 

his brother 

Ae^ Duke of ^^^ i^y ^^^ f^^ ^^^ fmothered in their bed. 
And there I did behold that fatall greene. 
Where famous EJ/ex woefuU fall was feene : 
Where guiltie Suffolks guiltleffe daughter lane 
The fcaffold with her noble blood did ftaine: 
Where royall Anne her life to death refign'd, 
cQueene^/&fl- Whofe wombe did beare the *^praife of women kind: 
^MarmrdCf^ ^vA where the laft ^Plantaginet did pore 

XxS& of Salif- 

of^*^^^ Her life out in her blood, where many more, 
Whom law did iuftly, or vniuftly taxe, 
Paft by the fentence of the bloody axe : 
And here as one with fuddaine forrow ftroke, 
The Ghoaft ftood ftill a while, with dolefuU looke 
Fixt on the ground , and after fad (ighes giuen 
With eyes and hands vp-lifted vnto heauen, 
As calling them to witneffe of his woe, 
In fad complaint, his griefe he thus did fhow. 

Great God of heauen, that pittieft humane wrongs, 
To whom alone reuenge of blood belongs; 
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Thou, that vpon the wings of heauen do'ft ride, 

And laugh'ft to fcome the man, that feekes to hide 

And auer-burie guiltleffe blood in duft. 

Thou know'ft the paines of my impoyfon'd ghoaft; 

When men more changing then th' inconftant winde. 

Or doe not know, or knowing wilful! blinde. 

Will not behold dead Ouerburies g^iefe. 

But thinke his loffe no more then loffe of life : 

(Ye friends vnkind and falfe^ that after death 

Doe let your friendfhip vanifh with the breath 

Of him that's dead, and thinke fince truth begun 

To trie my caufe, more fatisfa6lion done 

Then all my wrongs require; giue eare, and fay 

When I haue told my griefe, if from the day 

That mans firft blood to heauen cri'd out of earth, 

For vengeance 'gainft the firft mans eldeft birth 

Vntill this time ; if man for life fo loft, 

More iuftly may complaine, then my dead ghoaft. 

I was (aye me, that I was euer fo) 

Belou'd in court, firft ftep to all my woe : 

There did I gaine the grace of Prince and Peeres, 

Knowne old in iudgement, though but young in yeers; 

B 2 And 
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And there, as in this Kingdomes garden, where 
Both weedes and flowers doe g^ow, my plant did btiare 
The buddes of hope, which flowring in their prime 
And May of youth, did promife fruit in time : 
But lufl^ foule luft did with a hand of blood 
Supplant my plant, and crop me in the budde : 
Yet to my felfe had I my counfells kept, 
Or had I drown'd my cares in reft, and flept. 

When I did breake my quiet fleepes, and waite 
To feme a falfe friend, and aduance his ftate, 

I had not met with this inhumane wrong, 
But might perhaps haue happy liu'd, and long. 
Did euer fortune pinch him with conftraint? 
That little wealth I had, fupply'd his want : 
Did euer cares perplex his feeble braine ? 
What wit I had, his weakeneffe did fuftaine : 

Did euer error make him doe amiffe? 

What wifedome I had leam'd, was euer his: 

My wit, my wealth, and wifedome with good chaunoe, 

In his great honours May-game, lead the daunce. 

I doe not falfly boaft the gifts of mind, 

Beft wittes can iudge, my Wife I left behind 

Vnto 
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Vnto the world, a witneffe may remaine, 
I had no dull conceit, no barren braine : 
But as a dogge that at his pray doth ame, 
Doth onely loue the water for his game, 
Which once obtain'd, he playing then no more, 
Shakes off the water when he comes on (hore : 
So my great Friend, no friend, but my great Foe, 
Safe fwimming in that way which I did fhowe, 
Through dangers waters after honours game. 
Did fhake me off when I had gain'd the fame. 
Vaine man, too late thou do'ft repent my wrong, 
That huge great fayle of Honour was too ftrong 
For thy great boate, wanting thy friend to (leare : 
In this, thy weakeneffe and my worth appeare : 

hadft thou kept the path by me b^^nne. 
That other impious race thou hadft not runne : 
In wayes of vice thy fteps I did not guide, 
Onely for vertue Ouerburie di'd : 

But had ingratitude no further gone, 

1 had not waiFd with many a piteous grone 

Thefe poyfoned limbes; O how will future times 

Blufhing to heare fuch execrable crimes 

B 3 Beleeue 
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Beleeue report, when then it (hall be faid, 
Thou waft that man, that man that me betray'd, 
That fauage man, that wanting meanes or heart, 
Or rather both to meete with my defert. 
Too cruell didft deuife to ftop my breath, 
To end thy care, and my deare life by death : 
Death, oh no death, but thoufand deathes in one. 
For had it bin but meere priuation 
Of loued life, my greiued Ghoaft had fled 
Without fuch paine and anguifti to the dead : 
O wretched foes ! why did yee take delight 
To excercife your hate with fuch defpight 
Vpon a guiltlefle man ? what had I done ? 
But that yee might, when as ye firft begunne 
Your tragicke plot, and did my life awaite, 
With fmgle death haue fatisfied your hate ? 
Was it, ah was it not enough to giue 
One poyfon firft, and then to let me Hue? 
Till ye did pleafe to giue an other, then. 
An other, and an other; but as men, 
All made of flint, to laugh my plaints to fcome, 
And fcofie at me, while I alas did moume : 
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When in my chamber walls, the very ftones 

Sweat droppes for teares to heare my greiuous grones; 

As fenceleffe, they would fimpathize my woes, 

Though my fad cries were muficke to my foes. 

Let ages pad vntill the worlds firft day, 

Shew all records of antique times, and fay 

If euer any did by poyfon die, 

That at his death had greater wrong then I. 

It was not one dayes fpace, nor two, nor three, 

In which thofe cruell men tormented me: 

Month after month, they often did inftill 

The diuers natures of that banefuU ill 

Throughout thefe limbs ; inducing me to thlnke, 

That what I tooke in Phyficke, meate, or drinke, 

Was to reftore me to my health ; when all 

Was but with lingring death to worke my fall. 

Oh how my Ghoaft doth quake, when it furuayes 

This fatall houfe, where I did end my daies! 

And trembles, as it fuffered now againe, 

Onely to thinke vpon that woefuU paine; 

When the flow poyfon fecretly did creepe 

Through all my veines, and as it went, did fweepe 

All 
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All eafe with paine, all reft with griefe away, 

From euery comer of my houfe of clay: 

Then did I loath my life, but could not die, 

Sometimes to God, fometimes to men I crie 

To giue me eafe of my tormenting hell, 

Whofe paine no pen can write, no tongue can tell : 

In vaine my tongue thou vtterd'ft forth my cries 

To wicked men, with teare-tormented eyes ; 

In vaine mine eies in you the teares did ftand. 

While I to heauen for helpe did lift my hand ; 

In vaine my hands were ye ftretcht forth to heauen, 

My time was fet, my life to death was giuen: 

Tongue, eyes, and hands did often plead in vaine, 

Nothing but death could eafe me of my paine: 

And death at laft to my defire did yeeld. 

Who with fuch furious force did take the field 

T'aflayle my foule, that 'gainft his matchleffe might, 

In greater torment neuer man did fight; 

With poifon'd dart he at my life did ftrike, 

The venome feazing on me vulture-like, 

With torment tore my entrayles ; thence did runne 

Into my vaines, and boyling there begunne 
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A frefh affault, which beeing a while withftood 

By natures force, at lafl did feaze my blood: 

Then viftor-like, poffeft of euery part, 

It did affaile my yet not yeelding heart, 

The foules cheife feate, where hauing vanquifht aU 

The powers of Ufe, while I to God did call 

For grace and mercy , after fad fighs giuen 

With greiuous grones, my foule fled hence to heauen. 

O thou fad monument of Norman yoke, 

Whofe great foundation hee , whofe conquering ilroke 

Did (loope our neckes to Norman rule •firft laid, 

Looke thy records of thofe, to death betra/d 

Within thy fatall chambers, and there fee 

If any murdered, loft his life like mee. 

Thofe royall rofes of Plantaginefty 

Which that white boare of ^ Yorke, that bloody beaft 

Hath rooted vp, within thofe walls of thine, 

In death felt little paine compared to mine : 

Thou knoweft that *^King, fon to that kingly Knight, g^«»rKthcfixt 

Beneath whofe fword in Agincourts great fight, 

France fell vpon her knees, thy flore did ftaine 

With his deare blood, by bloody Richard flaine : 

C I Thou 
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Thou didft looke on, when Clarence blood was (hed, 
And didft behold, how hee poore Duke halfe dead, 
Yet bleeding frefli, in Malmefie-but was dround, 
Whofe body fithence neuer could be found : 

liSvt lamesTirraiThoM fawft when ^Tirrels bloody flaues did fmother 

This kingdomes vncrownd King, and his young brother: 
Thofe princely babes of Yorke, thou heardft them crie, 
When they betwixt the fheets did ftrangled die; 
But to their paine death did fwift end affigne. 
Thou know'ft their greifes were not fo great as mine. 
T'was not for naught, that thy firft builders hand 

*,f^^ O^ILa:. ^^^ temper * blood with burned lime and fand, 

fidth /&r^ " So to conglutinate thy ftony maffe, 

pktm apttd lokan, 

^'^^ And bring the Conquerours will and worke to paffe : 

Well may it be, thy walls with blood were built, 

Where fo much guiltlefTe blood hath fmce bin fpilt. 

But here an end of all my paine and woe, 

Death fhuts vp all our greateft greifes, for fo 

All men would thinke ; but paft all thought of minde, 

My greateft greife, alas, is yet behind. 

Oh why ftiould fierceft beaft of all the wood. 

When hee hath flaine his foe, and lickt his blood, 

End 
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End hate in death, and man with man in (Irife, 

Not end his malice with the ende of life ? 

Can they be men and lords of beafts, that beare 

Their Makers image, and will yet not feare 

That ill, which beafts abhorre in brutifti minde ? 

Men, O no men, but monfters againft kind : 

Such monfters were my tyger-hearted foes. 

Who vnremorfefuU of my forepaft woes, 

When from their cruell hands my foule was fled, 

Did with their tongues purfue me beeing dead ; 

And yet not dead, for heauen fuch grace doth gplue. 

My foule in heauen, my name on earth doth Hue : 

My name, as great Apollo's flowring bay 

Lookes greene when winter clads the earth in gray, 

Did flourifli, blowne vpon by fames faire breath. 

In euery eye, long time before my death ; 

When my proud foes of great and glorious name, 

Were blafted by the breath of foule defame : 

At good report, that on her golden wings 

Did beare my name, their tongue like adder-ftings 

Did (hoot foule flanders poyfon, fo to fpill 

The fame with foule defame, as they did kill 

C 2 My 
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My body with foule death, that men mig^t loath 

My liuing name, and my dead body both, 

Falfe rumour, that mad monfter, who ftill beares 

More tongues about with her, then men haue eares; 

With Ccandall they did arme, and fent her out 

Into the world, to fpread tbofe lies about; 

That thofe loath'd fpots, marks of their poylhing finne. 

Which di'd with vgly marble, paint the skinne 

Of my dead body, were the marks moft iuil 

Of angry heau'ns fierce wrath for my foule luft: 

O barbarous cruelty! oh more then fhame 

Of fliameleHe foes! with lufl to blall my name. 

When wonder t'was, heauens iudgement did not feaze 

Their wanton bodies, with that great difeafe, 

Since death to me by poyfon they did giue, 

That they in am'rous iolity might liue. 

Now when falfe rumours breath throughout the court 

And citty both, had blowne this falfe report, 

Many, that oft before approu'd my name 

With praife for vertue, blulht, as if the fliame 

Of my fuppofed vice, thus giuen forth. 

Did argue their weake iudgement of my worth; 

My 
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My friends look't pale with anger, and my foes 

Did laugh, to fee too light beleefe caufe thofe 

That lou'd me once, to loath that little dull 

I left behind me, as a lumpe of luft. 

O mod inhumane wrong! O endleffe greefe! 

O fad redreffe ! where forrowes beft releefe 

Is but dead hope, that helpe may chance be found 

With thofe that Hue, to cure my credits wound : 

For this, my reftleffe ghoaft hath left the graue, 

And ftole through couert (hades of night, to craue 

Thy pens affiflance, ( O tJiou mortcUl wight) 

Whofe mournefuU Mufe, but whilome did recite 

Our Brittaine Princes, and their wofull fates 

In that true (Mirrourfor our Magiftrates.) 

O let thy pen paint out my tragicke woe. 

That by thy Mufe all future times may know 

My ftories truth, who hearing thy fad fong. 

At leaft, may pitty Ouerburies wrong. 

This faid, the grieued ghoaft with fighs did ceafe 

His rufuU plaints, and as in deepe diftreife^ 

Vnder the Towersgate with me he ftood, 

This accident befell on Thames great flood. 

C 3 South 
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South by this houfe, where on the wharfe faft by 
Thofe thundering Canons euer ready lie, 
A docke there is, which like a darksome caue 
Archt ouer-head, lets in Thamts flowing waue, 
Vnder whofe Arch, oft haue condemned men, 
As through the Stygian lake, tranfported been 
Into this fatall houfe, which euermore 
For treafon hoards vp torturing racks in ftore: 
At landing of this place, an yron gate 
Locks vp the paflage, and flill keeping flraite 
The guilty prifoners, opens at no time 
But when falfe treafon, or fome horrid crime 
Knocks at the fame, from whence by lawes iufl doome, 
Condemned men but fieldome backe do come : 
f What'ere thou art may chance to paffe that way, 
And view that place, vnto thy felfe, thus fay ; 
God keepe me faithfull to my Prince and ftate, 
That I may neuer paffe this yron gate:) 
There in the docke the flood that feem'd to gape, 
Did fuddenly giue vp a dreadfull (hape, 

Aman 
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A man of megar lookes, deuoy'd of blood, 
Vpon whofe face deaths pale complexion Hood; 
Of comely fhape, and wel compofd in limme, 
But flender made, of vifage Heme and grimme; 
The haires vpon his head and grifly beard 
With age growne hoarie, here and there appeared; 
Times iron hand with many a wrinckled fret, 
The marks of age, vpon his front had fet : 
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Yet as it did appears, vntimely death 

For fome foule faft had ftopt his vitall breath 

With that great fhame, which giues offence the checke, 

The fatall rope, that hung about his necke : 

Trembling vpon his knees in great affright, 

When he fall by beheld the poyfned Knight, 

He humbly fell, and with fad greife oppreft, 

Wringing his hands, and beating on his bread, 

While forrowes droppes vpon his cheekes did run, 

To vtter forth thefe words, he thus b^^n. 

O worthy Knight, behold the wretched man. 

Who thy fad Tragedies firft fceane began , 

Through whofe each a6l, vnto this laft blacke deede , 

With bloody minde,vnbleft, I did proceede: 

My hands, alas, did mixe the poifned food , 

Which kindled cruell fire in thy blood ; 

Mine eares did heare thy lamentable grones, 

When the flow-working-poyfon yrrackt thy bones; 

Mine eies without one droppe of forrow (hed, 

Beheld thee dying, and beheld thee dead; 

For which both hands, eyes, eares, and euery part, 

Haue fuffered death , and confcienoe bitter fmart 

I was 
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I was that inftrument, alas the while, 

By thy great foes inflru(5led to beguile 

Thy Hngring hopes their mighty ftate did whet 

Mee on in mifcheifey and their bounty fet 

A golden edge vpon my dull confent, 

At once to worke thy fall, and their content 

The doctrine of that ivk&ore, that would difpence 

With fubie^ls for the murther of a Prince, 

Taught me that lufl and blood were flender crimes, 

And he that femes his tume, mufl feme the times. 

Oh had I neuer knowne that ^Bailors houfe, k Doa TWnwr. 

Where firft of that whoores cup I did caroufe, 

And where difloyalty did oft conceale 

Romes frighted rattes, that ouer feas did fteale; 

My thoughts periiaps, had then not giuen way, 

Thy life for gold with poyfon to betray. 

But yee that doe, and who doe not condem 

My blacke offences? when yee thinke on them, 

In fuch imaginations, ponder too 

What with weake man, the power of gold may doe. 

Ye femile fycophants, whofe hopes depend 

On great mens wills; what is the vtmoft ^id 

D I At 
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At which ye aitne ? why doe ye like bafe curres, 

Vpon your Patron fawne ? why like his fpurres, 

Will ye be euer ready at his heeles, 

With pleafing words to clawe him, where he feels 

The humour itch f or why, will ye fo waite. 

As to lie downe and kifle the feete of (late? 

And oft expofe your felues to wretched ends, 

Loofmg your foules to make great men your friends f 

Is it not wealth yee feekef and doth not gold 

Ingenuous wittes ofttimes in bond^e hold? 

The ftout fea-rangers on the fearefull flood. 

That hunt about through Neptums waterie wood, 

And o're a thoufand rockes and fands, that lie 

Hid in the deepe, from pole to pole doe file ; 

Who often, when the ftormy Ocean raues. 

Fights with fierce thunders, lightnings, winds and waues, 

Hauing but one fmall inch of boord, to ftand 

Betwixt them and ten thoufand deaths at hand, 

Expofe themfelues to all this woe and paine, 

To quench the greedy thiril of golden gaine. 

O ftrong inchauntment of bewitching gold! 

For this , the Syre by his owne fonne is fold, 

For 
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For this, the vnkind brother fells the brother, 

For this, one friend is often by an other 

Betray'd to death ; yea euen for this, the wife 

Both fells her beauty, and her husbands life: 

And I, ay me, for this did worke thy fall 

By poyfons helpe, hauing this hope- withall, 

That great mens greatnes, would haue boren out 

My crime, though knowne, againft all dangers doubt 

But now too late, my wretched ghoaft doth proue, 

That his all-feeing eye from heauen aboue, 

To whom blacke darkeneffe felfe, is far more cleare 

Then the bright funne, makes guiltlefle blood appeare 

Out of our deepeft plots, to murthers fhame, 

Though greateft men doe feeke to hide the fame. 

Ye hapleffe inftruments of mighty men ; 

Ye fpunges, whom the hands of greatnes, when 

That they by you haue wiped out the fpot 

Of that difgrace, which did their honour blot. 

Do fqueeze fo long, vntill that ye be drie, 

And then as needleffe things doe caft ye by : 

Where one of thefe your feruice would imploy, 

Our makers heauenly image to deftroy, 

D 2 By 
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By violence of death in other men, 

Thereby with blood to fatisfie his fpleen : 

O do not trull the hopes of fuch a man, 

Nor thinke his policie or power can 

Hoodwinke all-feeing heauen, nor euer drowne 

The crie of blood, which brings fwift vengeance downe. 

When many men, but one mans life will fpill, 

Their Hues for his, heauen euermore doth will. 

Offend in murder, and in murder die, 

No crime to heauen, fo loud as blood doth crie. ' 

In other wrongs, when man doth man offend. 

We reftitution may in part pretend : 

But where the wrong is done by murthers knife, 

No price for blood the Law fayes, life for life. 

The eye of wakefull iuftice, for a feafon 

May feeme to winke at murthers bloody treafon; 

Yet from the houre of fo blacke a deede, 

Theworme of confcience on the foule doth feede; 

And dreadfull furies, whofe imagin'd fight 

In euery place, doth horribly affright 

The guilty man, purfue the fteps that flie, 

While fwift-wing'd vengeance makes the hue and crit 

Iuftice to me did feeme to fleepe a while, 

And with delay did all my hopes beguile; 

But in fhort time now in my riper yeares, 

When 
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When grauer age on my gray head appeares, 

Death and reproach attach't my life and name, 

To bring me to my graue with greater fliame: 

To you therefore that hunger after gold, 

To you, whom hope of great mens grace makes bold 

In any great offence, henceforth let me 

For euermore a fad enfample be. 

This faid, he fighing fhrunke into the flood, 

And in a moments fpace, an other flood 
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The dcfcription In the fame place; but fuch a one whofe fight 

of Milt Turner. 

With more compaffion moou'd the poyfned Knight: 
It feem'd that (hee had been fome gentle dame, 
For on each part of her faire bodies frame, 
Nature fuch delicacie did beftow, 
That fairer obiedl oft it doth not fhow : 
Her chryftall eye beneath an yuorie brow, 
Did fhew what (hee at firft had been; but now 
The rofes on her louely cheekes were dead, 
The earths pale colour had all ouer-fpread 
Her fometimes liuely looke^ and cruell death 
Comming vntimely, with his wintrie breath 
Blafted the fruit, which cherrie-like in fhowe 
Vpon her dainty lips did whilome growe : 
O how the cruell cord did mif-become 
Her comely necke, and yet by Lawes iuft doome 
Had been her death: thofe locks like golden thred 
That wont in youth t'enfhrine her globe-like head. 
Hung careleffe downe; and that delightfuU limme, 
Her fnow-white nimble hand, that wont to trimme 
Their treffes vp, now fpitefully did teare 
And rend the fame : nor did fhe now forbeare 
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To beate that bread of more then lilly white, 

Which fometimes was the lodge of fweete delight : 

From thofe two fprings where ioy did whilome dwell, 

Griefes pearly droppes vpon her pale cheeks fell. 

And after many fighes, at laft with weake 

And fainting voyce, fhee thus did filence breake. 

Thou gentle Knight, whofe wrongs I now repent, 

Behold a wofull wretch, that did confent 

In thy fad death: for I, alas therefore 

By gold my feruant did fubome to pore 

That death into thy cup, thy difh, thy diet, 

Whofe paine too long did rob thy ghoaft of quiet: 

Yet neither third of gold, nor hate to thee 

For iniuries receiu'd, incenfed me 

To feeke thy life; but loue, deare loue to thofe 

That were my friends, and thy too deadly foes : 

With them in Court my (late I did fupport. 

Ah, that my ftate had neuer known the Court! 

Vertue and vice I there together fawe. 

But like the fpider, I was taught to drawe 

Foule poyfon, where fweet hony might bee had. 

And how to leaue the good, and chufe the bad: 

At 
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At laft, through greedy going on in finne 

Made fenfeleffe, by degrees I did beginne 

To rife from great to greater, till at laft 

Mine owne finnes did mine owne deftru6lion haft. 

O heauy doome! when heauen (hall fo decree, 

That iinne in man the plague of flnne muft bee. 

But here let chafteft beauties when they blame 

My follies moft, and blufh to heare my (hame, 

Remember then beft beauties are but fraile. 

And how that ftrongeft men do oft affaile 

Our weakeft felues; fo may they pitty me. 

And my fad fall may their fore-waming be. 

Yee tender offspring of that rib, refin'd 

By Gods owne finger, and by him aflign'd 

To be a helpe^ and not a hurt to man ; 

How is it poffible your beauties can 

Be pure from blemifh, treading fuch vaine wayes 

As now you doe in thefe prophaner dayes ? 

Muft flefh that is fo fraile ftill feare to fall, 

And ye the fraileft flefti not feare at all ? 

Can ye, ah can ye, with vaine thoughts to pleafe 

Your wanton foules, on jruorie beddes of eafe 
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Spend pretious time, and yet fuppofe in this 

Ye doe no ill, nor thinke one thought amiffe ? 

Can ye to catch the wandring thoughts of him 

Whom ye affe<5l, decke euery dainty lim, 

Powder your haire, and more to pleafe the eye, 

Refrefh your paler cheekes with purer die, 

Lay out your breafts ; and in the glaffe thus dreft, 

Obferue what fmile, or frowne becomes yee beft ? 

And yet not feare heau'ns iudgement in the end. 

At leaft in this, not thinke ye doe offend ? 

Can ye on wanton meates to mooue defire. 

Though of your felues too full of Paphian fire, 

Feede euery houre, and when hot blood begins 

To hurrie you vnto thofe horrid fmnes. 

That fpots your beddes, your bodies, and your names. 

Blot your blacke foules with many greater blames ? 

And yet not thinke, ye doe deferue heauens hate. 

At leafl to tume, doe thinke no time too late? 

O doe not footh your felues in thefe foule crimes, 

Heare not the tongue of thefe inchanting times : 

Your too much idle eafe, which opes the gate 

To vitious thoughts, I know is counted flate : 

E I Vpon 
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Vpon your curious pride and vaine aray, 

Fond men the name of cleanlines do lay : 

Your luft whofe fparkles, in your eyes doe fhine, 

On wanton youth, is called loue diuine : 

Thus they that would for each foule fault excufe you, 

And tume your vice to vertue, doe abufe you. 

But be ye not fo blinded, looke on me, 

And let my ftory in your cloffets be 

As the true glaffe, which there you looke vpon, 

That by my life, ye may amend your owne. 

Obferue each ftep, when firft I did begin 

To tread the path , that lead from fin to fin, 

Vntill my moft vnhappie foote did lite, 

In guiltlefle blood of this impoifned Knight : 

After I had in Court begun to taft 

Of idle eafe, I daily fedde fo faft 

Vpon falfe pleafure, that at laft I did 

Climbe Citharcsas hill, like wanton kid 

In fertile paftures playing; naught did feare me, 

I thought that roaring Lyon would not teare me. 

Two darling finnes, too common and too foule. 

With their delights did then bewitch my foule; 
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Firft pride aray'd me in her loofe attires, 

Fed my fond fancie fat with vaine defires, 

Taught me each fafhion, brought me ouer-feas 

Each new deuife, the humorous time to pleafe : 

But of all vaine inuentions, then in vfe 

When I did liue, none fuffer'd more abufe 

Then that phantafticke vgly fall and ruffe, 

Daub'd oVe with that bafe ftarch of yellow ftuffe : 

O that my words might not be counted vaine, 

But that my counfell might find entertaine 

With thofe, wiiofe foules are tainted with the itch 

Of this difeafe, whom pride doth fo bewitch, 

That they doe thinke it comely, not amiffe : 

Then would they call it off, and fay, it is 

The baud to pride, the badge of vanity, 

Whofe very fight doth murther modeflie. 

Ye then detefting it, they all would knowe, 

Some wicked wit did fetch it from belowe. 

That here they might expreffe by this attire 

The colour of thofe wheeles of Stygian fire. 

Which prides plQg'd ofspring with fnake-powdred haire. 

About their necks in Plutoes Court doe weare. 

E 2 Thus 
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Thus pride, the pandar to luxurious thoughts, 
Did guide me by the hand through thofe clofe vaults. 
That lead to lufls darke chambers, darke as night, 
The eyes of lull doe neVe abide the light 
But here perhaps fome curious dame, who knowes 
No good, but what her outward habit Ihowes, 
Will iudge my true complaint, as mod vniuft, 
In that I call her pride, the baud to luft: 
But had her bodie windowes in each fide, 
That each one might behold her heart of pride, 
There might one fee the caufe, why (he doth trimme, 
Tricke vp, and decke defedls in euery limme; 
And hauing feene the fame, may iuftly fay, 
Her loofe attire doth her loofe mind bewiay. 
Of this the fad efre6ls of yore were feene 
\ Raphael HMn^ In Lady ^Alfrith, fometimes Englands Queene, 

Jhead in his hi- 

(lojofEng- vVhofe Lord Earie Ethelwald, at firft held deare 

To her affeftion : when that he did heare 
That his great Sou raigne, royal Edgar, hee 
Whom eight Kings row'd vpon the riuer Dee, 
Vnto his houfe did purpofe to repaire. 
Knowing his deereft Lady wondrous faire, 
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And the King young and wanton, did ddire 

That (hee would lay afide her rich attire, 

And choofing meaner weeds, her art apply 

To dimme that beautie which did pleafe the eye : 

But Ihee, inconftant Lady, knowing well, 

That beauty moft fet forth, doth mod excell ; 

As precious ftones when they are fet in gold. 

Are then moft faire and glorious to behold; 

Arai'd her felfe in all her proud attire, 

To fet victorious Edgars heart on fire : 

Who caught like filly flie into the flame, 

At fuddaine fight of fuch a dainty dame. 

To coole the heat of his luft-buming will, 

Her wronged husbands gfuiltleffe blood did fpill. 

With pride thus tafting of that wanton cup 

Which luft did giue me, I was giuen vp 

To loofe defire : which bruitifh finne, fince here 

In it's owne Ihape it may not well appeare, 

Leaft it offend all modeft eyes and eares, 

I onely doe lament with my true teares : 

Yet giue me leaue, in fome few words to tell 

This wanton world, into what horrid hell 

E 3 Of 
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Of wicked fmnes, foule luft did make me fall, 

That vnchaft youth from luft I may recall. 

As euery euill humour, which is bred 

In humane bodies, couets to be fed 

With that ill nutriment which doth increafe 

The fame, vntill it grow to fome difeafe 

Incurable; fo did my loofe defire 

In vaine delights, feeke fewell for the fire 

So long, vntill (^aye me^vnto my (hame 

It did burft forth, and burne me in the flame. 

I left my God t'aske counfell of the deuill, 

I knew there was no helpe from God in euill : 

As they that goe on whooring vnto hell, 

From thence to fetch fome charme or magicke fpell, 

So ouer Thames^ as o're th' infemall lake, 

A wherrie with their oares I oft did take. 

Who C4ar^-like did waft me to that Strand^ 

Where Lambeths towne to all wellknowne doth (land; 

There Forman was, that fiend in humane fhape, 

That by his art did a6l the deuills ape: 

Oft there the blacke Inchanter, with fad lookes 

Sate turning ouer his blafphemous bookes. 

Making 



Ouerburies vifion. 35 

Making ftrange chara6lers in blood-red lines : 

And to effe<5l his horrible defignes, 

Oft would he inuocate the fiends below, 

In the fad houfe of endleffe paine and woe, 

And threaten them, as if he could compell 

Thofe damned fpirits to confirme his fpeU. 

O prophane wretches! ye that doe forfake 

Your faith, your God, and your owne foules, to take 

Aduife of Sorcerers, againe to finde 

Some trifle loft; why will ye be fo blind 

On fome bafe beldam for loft things to fawne ? 

To gaine whofe lofle, ye leaue your foules in pawne. 

Too many, too much wronged by the time. 

Do thinke this great idolatrie no crime; 

But let them marke the path which they do tread, 

And they fliall fee, that in it they are lead 

From hope and helpe, to hurt and all annoy, 

From him that made, to him that doth deftroy. 

But without mercie here, let no fteme eye 

Looke on my faults ; alas for charity. 

Let all with pitty my offence bemone, 

Since that it was not my offence alone : 

The 
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The ftrongeft foone doe flip, as I did fall, 

For woe is me, I was feduc'd to all. 

Yee that deteft my now detefted fliame, 

And thinke that ye fliall neuer meet the fame, 

Thinke how the friendftiip, and the auncient loue 

Of fome great Lady long enioy d may mooue : 

And thinke with that, how much the rifing ftate 

Of fome great man, my fex might animate : 

I was not bafe, but borne of gentle blood, 

My nature of it felfe inclined to good, 

But wormes in faireft fruit doe fooneft breed. 

Of heauenly grace beft natures haue moft neede. 

luft heauen did fuffer me, as I begunne 

To haften on from vice to vice, and runne 

My felfe in fmnefuU race quite out of breath. 

That fmne at laft might punifti fmne by death : 

For when thofe wantons, whofe vniuft defire 

Had vrg'd me on fo farre, that to retire 

I knew was vaine, as I before to luft 

Had beene a minifter, fo now I muft 

loyne hands in blood, which they did plot and ftudy : 

O who would thinke that women-kind were bloody! 

But 
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But when our chaftitie we doe forgoe, 

That loft, what then will wee refufe to doe ? 

This did that Romane proud "* Seianus know, ub^'*^"*'**^ 

Who hating Drufus as his deadly foe, 

And bafely feeking to betray his life, 

Did firft allure faire Liuia Drufds wife 

To poyfon her owne Lord, that in his ftead 

The bafe Seianus might enioy his bedde ; 

Who raif d by Ccefar from ignoble place. 

In Liuiaes luftfuU eie did finde more grace 

Then Drufus, Cafars fonne, a manly youth : 

O who knowes how to feed a womans tooth! 

In mifchiefe I went on, and did agree 

To be an a6lor in thy Tragedie, 

Thou iniur'd ghoaft; yet was I but a mute. 

And what I did was at an others fuite : 

Their plots I faw, and filent kept the fame, 

For which my life did fuflfer death and fhame ; 

For fee, ah fee, this cord about my necke. 

Which time fometime with pretious things did decke, 

Reuenge hath done, and luftice hath her due, 

Let none then wrong the dead, let all with you 

O gentle knight, forget my great offence. 

Which I haue purg'd with teares of penitence : 

For thoufand liuing eyes with teares could tell, 

F I That 
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That from my eies true teares of forrow fell: 
Then iudge my caufe with charitable minde, 
Who mercie feekes with faith, ftiall mercie finde. 
This faid, flie vaniflit from before our fight, 
I thinke to heauen, and thinke, I thinke aright 
She gone, the poyfon'd ghoaft did feeme with 
To chide her fate; but loe, there ftraight appeares 
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An other in her place, who feem'd to be ^j^^ dcfcnpiion 

oi^xx laruis El- 

When he did liue, fome man of good degree hms, the late 

Leiftenant of 

Mongft men on earth ; one of fo folemne looke, '^* '^^'^*^' 

As if true grauity that place had tooke 

To dwell vpon; his perfon comely was, 

His ftature did the meaner fize furpaffe; 

Well (hapt in euery limme, well ftept in yeares, 

As here and there appear'd by fome gray haires. 

When firft he did appeare, with wofull looke 

He view'd the Tower, and his head he ftiooke, 

As if from thence he did deriue his woe, 

Which with a figh he thus begun to (how. 

O thou fad building, ominous to thofe 

Whom with thy fatall walls thou dofl inclofe. 

For thee, I hapleffe man, as for the ende 

Of my defire, did falfly condifcend 

Vnto that plot, by others heads begun. 

Through which in thee fuch wrong was lately done. 

Thou that didft poyfon'd feele thy foes defpight, 

See here the ghoaft of that vnhappy Knight, 

Which whilome was Leiftenant of this place. 

Though now a wretch, thus haltred with difgrace. 

F 2 I was 
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I was, alas, what boots it that I was, 

Of good report, and did with credit paife 

Through euery aft of my liues tragedie, 

Vpon this world the flage of vanity, 

Till the laft fceane of blood by others plotted. 

Concluding ill, my name and credit blotted. 

I mud confefTe I did conniue at thofe 

That were the minifters to thy proud foes, 

Clofely implo/d by them thy life to fpill 

By fecret poyfon, though againft my will : 

Feare of their greatneffe, and no hate to thee, 

Inforfl my coward confcience to agree. 

When firil to me this plot they did impart, 

O what a tedious combate in my heart, 

Vnto my foule did feelingly appeare, 

T'wixt my fad confcience, and a doubtfull feare : 

Feare faid that if I did reueale the fame , 

Thofe great ones great in grace, would tume the fliame 

Vpon my head^ but confdence faid againe, 

That if I did conceale it, murders flaine 

Would fpot my foule as much for my confent. 

As if at firfl it had bin my intent : 

Feare 
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Feare faid that if the fame I did difclofe, 

The countenance of greatnes I ihould lofe. 

And be thniil out of office and of place; 

But confcience (aid that I fhould lofe that grace 

And fauour, which my God to me had g^uen. 

And be perhaps thruft euer out of heauen. 

Long thefe two champions did maintaine the field, 

Till my weake confcience at the lad did yeild : 

let thofe men that doe condemne my feare 
And foUie, moil in their remembrance beare. 
What certaine danger ftood on either fide 
As I (hould paiTe^ and how I ihould haue di'd 
In either way, at leail with ibme great fall 
For euer haue been cruiht : and thinke withall, 
How prone our nature is in feare, to reil 
Vpon thofe feeming hopes that promife beft. 

1 fpeake not this to miti^te my finne, 
O no, I wiih my fall may others winne 
From the like feare, and that my life may be 
A prefident to men of fuch d^jee, 

To whom authoritie doth thinke it fit, 

The truil of fuch a fundlion to commit. 

F 3 Let 
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Let fuch men to remember ftill be moou'd, 
That which by fad experience I haue proou'd ; 
T'is good to feare great men, but yet 'tis better 
Euer to feare God more, fmce God is greater : 
If Gods good Angel had imprinted this 
Into my thoughts, I had not thought amiffe; 
Nor I, vnhappie I, ihould haue confented, 
But all this mifcheife I had then preuented. 
Here fome perhaps will thinke the former race 
Of my fad life, t'haue beene deboflit and bafe, 
Becaufe at lafl it had fo bafe an ende; 
But for our felues, might modeftie contend 
In oppofition, I might iuftly fay, 
How many now liue glorious at this day, 
Whofe honour greater ftaines doe daily fpot, 
Then any which my former life did blot: 
Yet thofe my crimes which did my God offend, 
For which his finger did point out this ende, 
Vnto my life Tie Ihew, though to my (hame, 
That others as from death may flie the fame. 
Note. My Father, from whofe life my breath I drewe. 
When ficke vpon his bed he lay, and knewe 
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That at his doore of flefh deaths hand did knocke, 

And did perceiue weake nature would vnlocke 

To let him in, did with his blefling giue 

This chaise to me; that/ while /did Hue 

Should neuer feeke for office at the Court, 

But with that meanes he left my flate fupport : 

With reuerence his will /did obey, 

Vntill (O that /might not tell the day) 

/n which /did with greedy eie affeft 

That place in this great Tower, without refpeft 

To my dead Syres beheft; yet fmce it was 

A touch to confcience, on I would not paffe 

Vntill by fome I was refolu'd amiiTe, 

That as in other things, fo I in this 

Which in it felfe was of indifference 

And lawfuU vnto others, might difpence 

With my obedience to my Fathers will, 

And that mine owne intent I might fulfill : 

Yet one there is f^ O euer may he be 

Belou'd of heau'n for his great loue to me ) 

Who by the light of truth did fhow the way 

Which I fhould goe, but I did not obay: 

Ambi- 
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Ambitious mift did blinde my weaker eyes, 
I thought by this preferment I fhould rife; 
Yet no defert but gold did gaine me grace. 
Mine owne corruption purchaTd me that place: 
For brib'rie in the foule a blemifh makes 
Of him that giues, as well as him that takes, 
And bribing hands that giue, mufl guiltie be 
Of their owne want c^ worth : for who, but hee 
That in himfelfe the want of merit findes. 
Will be the baude to bafe corrupted mindes? 
Ye, that negleft performance of the will 
Of your dead parents, thinking it no ill 
To difobey their precepts, now in me 
The curfe of difobedience ye may fee; 
And yee whofe golden fingers, as in fport. 
Like lime-twigges catch at offices in Court , 
In which obtained ye euer after Hue 
Corrupt in minde, to gaine what ye did giue; 
Behold, vntimely deaths di^racefuU corde 
About this necke, my bribii^ hands reward. 
Before this fuddaine, and vnlookt for fate 
Did fall thus heauy on me, when my ftate 
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Did flourifh among men, to mind I call 
An accident of note which then did fall. 
Bewitcht with loue to that too common vice 
In this our age, of hazardy and dice, 
I loofmg once my coine (for few thereby 
Haue euer gainers beene) did wifli that I 
When I againe did vfe the dice, might come 
To die this fliamefuU death, which by the doome 
Of righteous heau'n, againe I vfmg game, 
As I had wilht, to mec vnlook^t for came. 
Vaine gamefters that too conunonly vfe 
Strange deprecations, when ye doe abufe 
Your felues in game, by my fad fall take heede. 
And let your word be euer as your deede; 
Lead your hand meete mine in the felfe-fame di(h, 
For heau'n doth often heare when men doe wi(h. 
But of no fmne had my mod fmnefull foule 
Beene euer ficke, yet this one fmne moft foule, 
This aft of poyfon, to my houfe a ftaine. 
With future times for euer (hall remaine: 
The die of blood on murderers hand doth ftay, 

No teares, no time, can wipe the fame away; 

G I But 



Note. 



^ 



48 Sir Thomas 

But if true teares of forrow may with you, 

( As all true forrowes teares with heauen may doe) 

Mooue pittifuU r^ard of my fad fall, 

Ye then remembring how I fell withall, 

Will out of charity, with leffer blame 

Cenfure my fault, when ye fliall heare the fame : 

Thus quit by death from doome of Law, and heauen 

Out of free mercy hauing me forgiuen, 

Let all calumnious tongues their mallice ceafe, 

That fo my foule may euer liue in peace : 

O let the world abate her fharpned tongue, 

And fmce I haue done pennance for thy wrong 

Thou wronged Knight, what can thy ghoaft now craue ? 

Grieue thee no more, goe reft thee in thy graue: 

Thy foes decline, proud Gtmeftan is downe. 

No wanton Edward weares our Englands crowne. 

This faid, he vanifht; and an other ftood 

In the fame place, midway aboue the flood, 

Whofe 



Ouerburies vifion, 49 



Whofe ftrange demeanour with amazement ftrooke -^^ defcnpiioo 

Vs that beheld him; for with flartled looke, 

And haire ftifie {landing, as a man ^raft 

He ftar'd vpon the Knight, from whom in haft 

Into the flood he would haue flirunke away, 

Had not, I thinke, that fury forft his ftay, 

Which while he Hu'd his guilty foule purfu'd. 

Till he his owne offence had freely fliew'd. 

G 2 Aman 
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A man he was of ilature meanely tall, 
His bodies lineaments true fhap% and all 
His limbes compacted well and flrongly knit, 
Natures kind hand no errour made in it; 
His beard was ruddie hewe, and from his head 
A wanton locke it felfe did downe difpread 
Vpon his backe, to which while he did liue 
Th' ambiguous name of Elfe-locke he did giue: 
And now fantafticke frenzie, as before 
When he did liue, did feeme to vex him fore; 
The fhamefuU rope which 'bout his fhoulders hung. 
Hither and thither carelefly he flung, 
And as a catiffe of that curfed crewe. 
Whom fad defpaire doth after death purfue, 
Howling and yelling, while the teares did run 
Downe by his cheekes, at laft he thus begun. 
Since that flie ferpent of foule-flaying-fm, 
Which feedes vpon the guiltie minde within 
Each wicked breaft,doth force me to reueale 
Vnto my lhame,what I did long concealer 
Giue eare,ye curfed Atheifts all that been, 
Ye vnbeleeuing dogges in fliape of men, 
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That thinke the name of Grod and his great Lawe, 

But things deuifd to keepe the world in awe, 

Who mocke the times laft dreadfull day to come, 

Which at the length your wicked deeds (hall doome: 

And ye blafphemous Exorcifts, that are 

With Plutoes £at6iors fo familiar 

Here vpon earth, that ye each day doe deal 

For tranfportation of blind foules to hell: 

Whom fooles doe wifemen call, giue eare to me, 

And in my wretched fate your follies fee. 

I was f^aye me, that fkill I was not fo^ 

When Aprill buddes of youth diemfelues did (how 

Vpon my chin, a Student in the Law, 

From which fantafticke thoughts my mihde did drawe 

To the more pleafmg ftudie of that art 

Of Phyficke, to the which though little part 

Of learning gaue me helpe, yet ftrong defire 

To know that worthy fcience, fet on fire 

The fond affedtion of my ferward will, 

To fearch the fecrets of that noble skill: 

But he who fit)m thatfacultie (hall fall, 

To which ineuitable fate did call 

G 3 Him 
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Him at the firfl, forfakes that happie way, 

Which he (hould go, and hapleffe runnes aftray: 

Difeafd with vanities fantaflicke fittes^ 

Which ague-like doth vex our Englifh wittes, 

Who thinke at home all homely, and doe plough 

Deepe furrowes vpon Neptunes waterie browe, 

From forreine ihoares to bring the worft of bad, 

And in exchange leaue there what good they had ; 

The feas I pail to helpe out my weake skill 

In th' Aromatike Art, but O the ill, 

Which there our ignorant Englifh oft do finde, 

Did firft corrupt my vncomipted minde: 

O vaine conceit of thofe, that doe repute 

In euery Art the moft admired fruite 

Of any braine; if of domefticke wit. 

But bafe and triuiall, if compared to it 

Of forreine heads, that onely vs can pleafe, 

And fuch hath beene our Englands old difeafe: 

There did I finde, O neuer had I found, 

Murthers clofe way to kill my foe, the ground 

Of that deuife f^thou wronged Knight) whereby 

Thou mofl vntimely wert inforfl to die: 
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There was I taught, with vaine words to command 

The fpirits from below, who ftill at hand 

Will ready bee, as feeming to obay 

Thofe foule-blind men, whom they doe moft betray. 

Thus hauing, as I thought, my minde enricht 

With deepeft knowledge, and with pride bewitcht, 

To blow that vaine blaft on the trumpe of fame. 

Which through the world I thought might bear my name, 

I backe returned for England, there to Ihowe 

That wondrous skill, which I would feeme to knowe: 

There as the Fowler doth with whiftle call 

The filly birds, vntill they hap to fall 

Into his net; fo did my name each day. 

Once blowne abroad, lead fimple fooles away 

From helpfuU heauen, to feeke aduife in hell, 

And there for toyes themfelues and foules to fell: 

But in this path long thus I did not tread. 

Which downe vnto the houfe of death doth lead, 

Before that old (lie ferpent did beginne 

T' entice me, to that felfe-accufing-finne 

Of horrid murther, (hewing me the way 

By art of poyfon, clofely to betray 

What 
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What life to death I would, nor did he leaue 

Vntill my foule he did fo farre bereaue 

Of euery feeling fenfe, that wicked I 

Did clofely poyfon her, that vf d to lie 

In mine owne bofome, that ihee beeing dead 

Might to me lining leaue an empty bed: 

After this fa6l, that to my gultie foule 

It might not as it was, feeme vgly foule 

My fubtile foe did whifper in my eare 

Thefe feeming happy newes, how fame did beare 

My name vpon her wings, with loud report 

Of my ftrange deedes as farre as to the Court; 

Where hauing beene employed, I with all skill 

Apply'd my felfe to pleafe; no damned ill 

I did refufe, not making any doubt 

While greatneffe wings did compafTe me about 

Forman that cunning Exorcift and I, 

Would many times our wicked wits apply 

Kind nature in her working to difarme 

Of proper ftrength; and by our fpels would charme 

Both men and women, making it our fport 

And play, to point at them in our report. 
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Thus fatted with falfe pleafure for a while, 

Still with good hope of hap, I did beguile 

My felfe in all imployments, till at laft 

Thy death (thou iniur'd Knight^ did with it haft 

My vnexpe6led fall: I was the man, 

That did prepare thofe poyfons, which began 

And ended all thy paine, which I did giue 

Vnto that man, who did attendant liue Wejhm, 

On thee in thy diftreffe, who fince that time 

Was he, that firft did fuffer for this crime. 

O what a fuddaine change of cheerefull thought 

To fadneffe, felfe-accufing confcience brought 

After this bloody deed : before all eafe 

Did feeme to waite on me; for what could pleafe 

Which I did want ? that idol gold, which all 

Or moft men clofely worfhip, feem'd to fall 

As thicke vpon me, as the golden fliower 

That fell on Daiiae in the Dardan Tower. 

Swimming in ftreames of falfe delight, and prickt 

With pride and felfe conceit, at heau'n I kickt : 

The names of God, and Maker, I did fleight 

As bug-beare words the childifh world t' affright : 

Hi I did 
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I did impute the fpheares etemall daunce, 

And all this all, to nature and to chaunce ; 

But all men laugh my follies vnto fcome: 

For who fo blinde, will fay being mortall borne, 

He hath a reafon, and will yet denie 

The fame to this Vniuerfalitie, 

Of which, alas, he is the leffer part: 

As who fhould fay, his feete, his hands, his heart 

Might well be wife, and he himfelfe a foole, 

Such is the wifedome of th' Atheifticke fchoole. 

The eye of heau'n, from whome no heart can hide 

The fecret thoughts, my clofe intents efpi'd; 

And when I did with moft inuentiue braine, 

Deuife to wipe away my confcience ftaine, 

And thy fad death moft clofely to conceale, 

Heauen forc'd my felfe, my owne felfe to reueale : 

The fhadowe of the dead, or fome foule fiend. 

Or furie, whom reuenge did iuftly fend 

To punifli me for my detefted fin. 

With fnakie whippes did fcoui^e my foule within ; 

Forbidding me my reft, or day, or night, 

Till I had brought mine owne offence to light : 
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For which condemned vnto that fliamefuU end 

Of ftrangling torment, ftill the franticke fiend 

Did follow me vnto my Hues laft breath; 

As was my life before fo was my death. 

This faid, he vanifht, and with him that night 

The vifion ending, our empoyfoned Knight 

Thus fpake : O England, O thrife happie land, 

Who of all lies mod gracefully doft ftand 

Vpon this earths broad face, like Ventis fpot 

Vpon her cheeke; thou onely garden plot, 

Which as an other Eden heau'n hath chofe, 

In which the tree of life and knowledge growes: 

Happie in all, mod happie in this thing, 

In hauing fuch a holy, happy King; 

A King, whofe faith in armes of proofe doth fight, 

'Gainft that feuen-headed beaft, and all his might: 

A King, whofe iuftice will at laft not faile, 

To giue to each his owne in equall fcale : 

A King, whofe loue doue-like with wings of fame. 

To all the world doth happy peace proclame : 

A King, whofe faith, whofe iuftice, and whofe loue, 

Diuine, and more then royall, him doe prooue : 

O thou iuft King, how hath thy iuftice fliin'd 

Vpon my iniur d ghoaft, which beeing confi'nd 

From hence for euer, neuer had, vnleffe 

H 2 Thy 
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Thy luftice had beene great, obtain'd redreffe. 

If earned prayers with heau'n may ought auayle, 

And earned prayers with heau'n doe fieldome fayle; 

Let all good men lift vp their hearts with me, 

That what I beg, of heau'n may granted be. 

If euer heart with wicked thought, fhall aime 

To harme thy State, let heau'n reueale the fame: 

If euer hand lift vp with violent powre 

Shall feeke thy life, heauen cut it off that houre: 

If euer eye of treafon lurke about. 

Or lie in waite for thee, heau'n put it out : 

If heart, hand, eye, abroad or here at home, 

Shall plot againft thee, neuer may they come 

To their effeft, as they haue euer been 

So may they be; and let all fay, Atnen. 

Here my dreame ended, after which a white 
Soft dumber did my fenfes fo beguile, 
I thought the Tower gate was o're my head^ 
Vntill I wak't and found my felfe in bed ; 
From whence arifing, as the wronged Knight 
Had giuen in charge, this Vifion I did write. ' 

FINIS. 
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Thb Books for the Sixth Year are: — 

Thomas Lodge's Reply to Gosson's Schoole of Abuse, [^S^^^J 

An Alarum against Vsurers, &c, . . 1584 

„ Wrrs Miserie and the Worlds Madnesse, . 1596 

Bankatynx Manuscript, Part V., 1568 
Bibliographical and General Indexes, Glossary, Memoir, Tftlk- 

PAGES, &c, TO Samuel Rowlands' Collected Works, Part II., . — 

A longer time than was anticipated has been taken up in completing the 
iffue for the Sixth Year, principally owing to the defire of the Council 
to complete Rowlands' Works, which form three handfome volumes; the 
requifite Title-pages, Tables of Contents, Gloffary, &c., being now fupplied. 

Rowlands being thus difpofed of, the work ftill on hand is the con- 
clufion of the Bannatyne Manuscript, and the remainder of the writings 
of Thomas Lodge. 

The text of the Bannatyne Manuscript, which is nearly all in "type, 
will be followed by a Life of George Bannatyne, and Explanatory Notes 
and a Gloffary. It is only repeating what has been before dated that 
no more valuable contribution could have been made to our early literature 
than a complete imprint of this famous old Scottifh Poetical Mifcellany. 
It IS the ftorehoufe of many of the mod interefting and chara6leriftic 
pieces in early Scottifh Poetry; and taking into account its great literary 
importance, the exaftnefs of the imprint, and the very limited imprefTion 
to which it has been reflrifted, in common with the refl of the Club's publi- 
cations, it cannot fail, before long, to take its place among fcarce and ap- 
preciated books. Part VI. is nearly ready, and will be fent out with the 
firfl iffue of books for the Seventh Year. 

The reprinting of the remaining pieces by Thomas Lodge is being 
carried on as fpeedily as is confiflent with due care and accuracy. Three 



Tra6ls are almoft ready for delivery to the Members for the Seventh 
Year, viz. : — 



Life and Death of William Longbeard, .... 

Prosopopeia, or the Teares of the holy, blefled, and fandtified Marie, the 
Mother of God, ........ 

A Treatise of the Plague, ...... 



1593 

1596 
1603 



After all Lodge's known Works have been reprinted, a Bibliographical 
Index, Notes, and a Gloffary will be fupplied; and Mr. Gosse has kindly 
engaged to write a General Introdu6lion. 

The Annual Statement of Income and Expenditure is appended. 

Applications for Memberfliip (which is ftriftly limited to 200) may be 
made to Mr. John Alexander, 68 Regent Street, Weft, Glafgow, Hon. 
Treafurer and Secretary. Annual Subfcription, £2 2s. 

Glasgow, July, 1880. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT,— SIXTH YEAR. 



Dr. 
To Balance from last year, 
,, Subscriptions, 
,, Bank Interest, . 



£2$ 16 10 

33» i6 o 

072 

/ 



jf358 o o 



Cr. 

By Printing, £\Z^ 5 1 1 

„ Paper, 80 9 6 

,, Transcribing and Collating at I>ondon, 

Oxford, and Edinburgh, . • 3^ 3 3 

Wood Cutting and Engraving, 6 16 6 

Binding, 8 15 8 

Fire Insurance, 126 

Postage and Receipt Stamps, and Inci- 
dental Expenses, . . . 16 7 o 
Paid for Introduction, Notes, and Glos- 
sary to Rowlands' Works, 12 12 o 

Photographing, 614 

Commission on Cheques, 073 

Balance to Seventh Year, 4 19 i 



)t 



»» 



II 



»» 



}) 



f > 



t> 



£ZS^ o o 



JOHN ALEXANDER, Hon. TVeasurer. 

In addition to the foregoing balance of ;^4 19s. id., I have to certify that the Treasurer has on hand ;^23 2s. of 
Seventh Year's, ;f 12 12s. of Eighth Year's, and £2 2s. of Ninth Year's Subscriptions, paid in advance. 



GEO. W. HILL, Amditor. 



COUNCIL. 



Professor DICKSON, D.D., Curator of the University Library, Glasgow. 

Professor YOUNG, M.D., Keeper of the Hunterian Museum, University, Glasgow. 

Rev. JAMES DODDS, D.D., 15 Sandyford Place, Glasgow. 

ALEXANDER YOUNG, 9 Lynedoch Place, Glasgow. 

JAMES BARCLAY MURDOCH, Hamilton Place, Langside, Glasgow. 

THOMAS RUSSELL, Cleveden, Kelvinside Gardens, Glasgow. 

JOHN ALEXANDER, 68 Regent Street, West, Glasgow, Hon, Treas, and Secy, 



LIST OF MEM BE RS.— (Sixth Year). 



ADAMSON, Edward, M.D., 4 West Street, Rye, 

Sussex. 
Aitchison, Thos. J., 85 South Back Canongate, Edinburgh. 
Alexander, John, 68 Regent Street, West, Glasgow, 

ffcn, Treas. and Secy, 
Alexander, Walter, 4 Burnbank Gardens, Glasgow. 
Allen, Edward G., 12 Tavistock Row, Covent Garden, 

London, W.C. 
Anderson, Sir James, 16 Warrington Crescent, London. 
Anderson, Robert, 22 Ann Street, Glasgow. 

BAIN, James, i Haymarket, London, S.W. 

Barclay, Charles H., 27 Royal Exchange Square, 

Glasgow. 
Berlin Royal Library (per Asher & Co., 13 Bedford 

Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.) 
Boston Athenseum, U.S.A. (per E. G. Allen, London, 

W.C.) 
British Museum Library, London, W.C. 
Brace, Alexander, 37 Victoria Road, Govanhill, Glasgow. 
Bmoe, R. T. Hamilton, 7 Randolph Cliflf, Edinburgh. 
Brunton, Thomas, 13 Royal Crescent, Crossbill, Glasgow. 
Buckley, Rev. W. E., Rectory, Middleton Cheney, 

Banbury. 
Bunten, J. C. , 24 Park Circus, Glasgow. 
Bute, The Most Noble the Marquis of, Cardiff Castle^ 

Wales, 

CALDW£LL» James, Craigielea Place, Paisley. 
Campkin, Henry, F.S.A., Reform Club, Pall MaU, 
London, S.W. 



Chamberlain, John Henry, Grange House, Coventry 

Road, Small Heath, Birmingham. 
Chetham's Library, Manchester (per Richard Hanby, 

Librarian). 
Chorlton, Thomas, 32 Brazennose Street, Manchester. 
Clark, David Robert, M.A., 12 Ibrox Terrace, Paisley 

Road, Glasgow. 
Cochran-Patrick, R. W., M.P., M.A., LL.B., Canteb., 

F.S.A., Scot, of Woodside, Beith, Ayrshire. 
Coleridge, Right Hon. Lord, Heath's Court, Ottery S t. Mary, 

Devon. 
Collier, John Payne, F.S.A., Riverside, Maidenhead, 

Berkshire. 
Cook, James Wm., Went worth House, Snaresbrook, 

Essex. 
Cook, John, "Gazette" Office, Paisley. 
Cosens, F. W., 27 Queen's Gate, Kensington, London, 

W. (Two Copies ). 
Culley, Matthew T., Coupland Castle, Wooler, North- 
umberland. 

DALGLISH, Robert, 18 North Court, Royal Exchange, 

Glasgow. 
Davis, C, 16 Rylett Road, Shepherd's Bush, London, W. 
Denny, Henry G., 37 Court Square, Boston, U.S. A. 
Denny, Alexander D., 196 Piccadilly, London, W. 
Denny, Wm., Bellfield, Dunbarton. 
Derby, Right Hon. the Earl of, Knowsley, Prescot, 

Lancashire. 
Devonshire, His Grace the Duke of, Devonshire House, 

Piccadilly, London, W. 



Dickson, Rev. Professor, D.D., University, Glasgow. 
Dodds, Rev. James, D.D., 15 Sandyford Place, Glasgow. 
Donald, C. D. (per Kerr & Richardson), Glasgow. 
Donaldson, R., 91 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

EADIE, Wm., M.D., 16 Woodside Place, Glasgow. 
Edinburgh University Library (per John Small, M.A.), 

Edinburgh. 
Ellis & Whitc,^ 29 New Bond Street, London, W. 



FALCONER, Thomas, Judge of County Courts, Usk, 

Monmouthshire. 
Fumivall, Frederick J., 3 St. George's Square, Primrose 

HiU, London, N.W. 
Fumess, Horace Howard, Philadelphia, U.S.A. (per 

A. R. Smith, 36 Soho Square, London). 
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GALBRAITH, Wm., 3 Blytbswood Square, Gkisgow. 

Gardner, William, 5 Forbes Place, Paisley. 

Gardyne, Alexander, 224 Richmond Road, Hackney, 

London, E. 
Gibson, Robert, 4 Jane Street, Blythswood Square, 

Glasgow. 
Gibbs, Henry H., St. Dunstan's, Regent Park, London. 
Gilmour, John, Montrave, Kcnnoway, Fife. 
Girvan, Jas. Graham, 186 West George Street, Glasgow. 
Glasgow, Right Hon. the Earl of, Kelbume House, 

Ayrshire. 
Godwin, John G., 76 Warwick Street, London, S.W. 
Goodwin, John, 235 George Street, Glasgow. 
Gordon, Rev. Robert, 4 Mayfield Street, Newington, 

Edinbuxgh (per Thomas G. Stevenson). 
Gourlay, William, Woodlands, Blackburn, Lancashire. 
Gray, George, County Buildings, Hufcheson Street, 

Glasgow. 
Greenshields, J. B., of Kerse, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire. 
Guild, James Wyllie, 17 Park Terrace, Glasgow. 
Guy, Robert, 120 Regent Street, West, Glasgow. 

HARVARD College Library, Cambridge, U.S.A. (per 

Triibner & Co., London). 
Haynes, Benjamin, 13 Herbert Terrace, Clevedon, 

Somerset. 
Henderson, John, 47 Union Street, Glasgow. 
Hill, George W., 6 Prince's Terrace, Dowanhill, Glasgow. 
Hopkins, Hugh, 85 Renfield Street, Gla^;ow. 

INGLIS, Anthony, Broomhill, Partick, Gla^;ow. 

JAR VIS, John W., Avon House, Manor Road, HoUoway, 
London, N. 



Jackson, R. D., 4 Stanhope Street, Hyde Park, London, 

W. 
James, Col. Edward C, Ogdensburg, New York, U.S.A. 
James, F. L., Beaconsfield, Woolton, Liverpool. 
Jenkins, James, M. D. , Nevinston, Hannamead, Plymouth. 
Johnson, Richard, Alderwasley Hall, Derby. 

KEITH, Rev. William A., M.A., Burham Vicarage^ 

Rochester, Kent 
Kershaw, John, Park House, Willesden Lane, London^ 

N.W. 
Kershaw, John, Cross Gate, Audenshawy Manchester. 
Knight, Joseph, 27 Camden Square, Lpudon, N.W. 
Knox, James W., 132 West Regent Street, Glasgow. 

LAMB, J. B., St. James Place, Paisley. 

Leigliy John, Sandiway House, Whalley Range, Man- 
chester, Local Sec, 

Lindsay, Alex., M.D., loi West Nile Street, Glasgow. 

Lingard-Monk, R. B. M., 10 Booth Street, Piccadilly, 
Manchester. 

London, Library of the Corporation of, GuUdhall, E.C. 

Limisden, James, 198 Bath Street, Glasgow. 

Lyell, David, 6 Chalmers Crescent, Edinbuigh. 

MACDONALD, Alexander, M. P., WcU Hall, Hamilton,. 
by Glasgow. 

Macdowall, Henry, younger, of Garthland, Renfrew- 
shire. 

Macfarlane, Donald, Physical Laboratory, University, 
Glasgow. 

Macgcorge, B. B., 19 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow. 

Macgregor, Patrick Comyn, of Brediland, Paisley. 

MacGrigor, A. B., LL.D., 19 Woodside Terrace,. 
Glasgow. 

Mackenzie, John Mansfield, W.S., 33 Mdville Street, 
Edinburgh (per Thomas G. Stevenson). 

Mackenzie, John Whitefoord, 16 Royal Circns, Edin- 
burgh. 

Makellar, Rev. William, 8 Charlotte Square, Edinbnrgii 
(per Thomas G. Stevenson). 

Manchester, His Grace the Duke of, Kimbolton Castle, 
St. Neot's, Hunts. 

Marshall, James, Ibrox Flour Mills, Glasgow. 

Maxwell, Sir William Stirling, Bart., M.P. (Trustees of 
the late), Keir House, Perthshire. 

Medlicott, W. G., Massachusetts, U.S.A. (per B. 
Quaritch, 15 Piccadilly, London, W.) 

Mitchell Library, Glasgow (per F. T. Barrett, Librarian). 

Moody, John, 353 Bath Street, Glasgow. 

Moiison, Henry, Orchard, by^ Denny. 
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Mounsey, R. H., 5 Castle Street, Carlisle. 
Muir, James, 149 West George Street, Glasgow. 
MuDtz, George H. M., Church Hill House, Handsworth, 

Birmiogham. 
Murdodi) James Barday, Hamilton Place, Langside, 

Glasgow. 

NAPIER, James, Maryfield, Bothwell. 
Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society, New- 
castle-on-Tyne (per W. Lyall, Librarian). 

PAINE, Cornelius, 9 Lewes Crescent, Kemp Town, 

Brighton. 
Psnton, George A., i India Buildings, Edinburgh. 
Pattinson, Thomas, Moss Grange, Whalley Range, 

Manchester. 
Pritiilx, O. d^ Beanvoir, 8 Cavendish Square, London, W. 
Purves, W. S., Advocate, 65 S.W. Circus Place, Edin- 

buigh. 

RANDALL, Wm. Henry, 61 George Street, Mandiester. 

Reform Club, Pall Mall, London, S.W. (per Ridgway, 
Piccadilly). 

Reid, Wm., Jm., Chai^elhill, Paisley. 

Richardson, James, 89 Queen Street, Glasgow. 

Rhitou!, Andrew, 28 Hope Street, Gla^now. 

Robb, James, 66 Trongate, Glasgow. 

Rowat, William, Paisley. 

Russell, Thomas, Cleveden, Kelvinside Gardens, Glas- 
gow. 

SHERIFF, Geoige B., 5 Wellington Street, Glasgow. 
Slinglttff, C. Bofan (per A. Russell Smith, j6 Soho 

Square, London, W.) 
Smith,Alexander,LaureTbank Place, Shawlands, Glasgow. 



Smith, Charles, 14 Market Street, Faversham, Kent. 

Smith, D. Stewart, 34 Eastcheap, London, E.C. 

Snelgrove, Arthur G., London Hospital, London, £. 

Sotheran, Henry, 136 Strand, London. 

Stevenson, Thos. G., 22 Frederick Street, Edinbmgh. 

Stevenson, William, 28 Robertson Street, Glasgow. 

Stewart, Alexander B. (the late), Rawdiffe Lodge, Lang- 
side, Glasgow. 

Stewart, Robert B., 11 Crown Terrace, Dowanhill, 
Glasgow. 

TAYLOR, D. M., Rothesay. 

Tennant, Charles, M.P., The Glen, Innerleithen, Peebles- 
shire. 

Thomson, J. M., 46 Charlotte Square, Edinbuigfa. 

Thorpe, Rev. J. F., HemhiU Vicarage, Farenham, Kent. 

Tinkler, Rev. John, Arkengarth Dale Vicarage, near 
Richmond, Yorkshire. 

Toovey, James, 177 Piccadilly, London, W. 

TrUbner, Nicholas, 57 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 

VEITCH, George Seton, Bank of Scotland, Paisley. 

WESTERN Club, Glasgow {per John Snuth, 114 Bath 

Street). 
Weston, George, 9 Gray's Inn Square, London, W.C. 

VALE College, Newhaven, Conn., U.S. A. <per E. G. 

Allen, London). 
Young, Alexander, 9 Lynedoch Place, Glasgow. 
Young, George, 97 Wellington Street, Glasgow. 
Young, George B., 2 Hillsborough Terrace, Hillhead, 

Glasgow. 
Young, Professor, M.D., University, Glasgow. 
Young, William, Dulwich Common, London, S.E. 



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 



For the Firjl Year, 
No. I. Rowlands* Greenes Ghost Havntinc; 

CONIECATCHERS, l602 

2. Rowlands' Hvmors Looking Glasse, 1608 

3. „ The Knave of Clubbes, . 1609 

4. „ A Paire of Spy-Knaves, [1620 ?] 

5. Craig's Amorose SoNGEs, Sonets, and 

Elegies, .... 1606 

6. Craig's Poetical Recreations, 1609 

7. Rowlands' Looke to it : For Ile 

StabbeYe, .... 1604 

8. Rowlands* Hell's Broke Loose., 1605 

9. „ The Night-Raven, 1620 
10. „ Good Newf^ and Bad 

Nbwes, .... 1622 



For the Second Year. 

11. Craig's Poetic all Ess a YES, . 1604 

12. „ Poeticall Recreations, 1623 

13. „ PiLGRIME AND HeREMITE, 163I 

14. Rowlands' A Fooles Bolt is Soone 
Shott, .... 

ic. Rowlands* Diogines Lantuorne, . 
10. Bannatyne Manuscript— Part I., 

17. NiccoLs* Sir Thomas Overburies 

Vision, with an Introdudtion by Mr. 
James Bilaidment, 
(Prefented by Mr. Alexander Youn^.) 

18. Craig's Miscellaneous Poems, with 

a Goieral Introdudlion by Mr. David 
Laing, — 

19. Rowlands' Martin Mark-All, i6io 

20. ,, Letting of Hvmovrs 
Blood in the Head-vaine, . 1600 

21. Rowlands' A Terrible Battell 

BETWEENE TiME AND DeATH, [i6o6 ?] 



I6I4 
1607 

1568 



I6I6 



For the Thwd Year. 

22. Rowlands' More Knaves Yet ? — 

23. „ The Knave of Harts, . 1612 

24. „ The Melancholie Knight, 1615 

25. Lodge's Phillis : Honoured with 

Paftorall Sonnets, 1593 

26. Lodge's The Devil Coniurrd, . 1596 

27. „ The Wounds of Ciuill 
War, . .1594 

28. Lodge's Catharos : Diogenes in his 

Singolaritie, .... 1591 

29. Rowlands' Betraying of Christ, . 1598 



No. 3a Rowlands' Tis Mbrrie when Gos- 
sips Meete, .... 1602 

31. Hannay's Poetical Works, with an 

Introduction by Mr. David Laing, 1622 

(Prefented by Mr. Thomas RulTelL) 

32. Bannatyne Manuscript — Part II., . 1568^ 



For the Fmrth Year. 

33. Rowlands' A Sacred Memorie of 

THE Miracles of Christ, . 

34. Rowlands' A Whole Crew of Kind 

Gossips, .... 

35. Lodge's Scillaes Metamorphosis. . 

36. „ A Margarite OF America^ . 

37. Rowlands' Heavens Glory : Sedce 

It, &c., .... 

38. Rowlands' Doctor Merrie-man: or, 

Nothing but Mirth, . 

39. Rowlands' The Famous History of 

Guy Earl of Warwick, . 

40. Bannatyne Manuscript — Part III., 

41. Garden's Life of Bishop Elphin- 

STON, and A Theatre of Scottish 
Worthies, Edited by Mr. David 
Laing, . 1619-26 

(Prefented by Mr. Alemider B. Stewart.) 



161S 

1609 
1589 
1596^ 

1628 

1609 

1682 
1568 



For the Fifth Year. 

42. Lodge's A Fig for Momus, . . 1595 

43. ,, Rosalynde: Euphnes Golden 
Legacie, .... 1590 

44. Lodge's The History of Robert 

Second Duke of Normandy, . 1591 

45. Bibliographical and General 

Indexes, Glossary, &c., Te» 
Samuel Rowlands' Works — Part I., — 

46. Bannatyne Manuscript— Part IV., 1568 



For the Sixth Year. 

47. Lodge's Wits Miserie, &c., 1596 

48. „ Reply to Gosson's Schoole 

[1580?] 



of Abuse, 
49. Lodge's An Alarum against 

VSURERS, &c., 

5a Bannatyne Manuscript— Part V., . 

51. Bibuographical and General 
Indexes, Glossary, Memoir, 
Title-pages, &c., to Samuel 
Rowlands' Works— Part II., 



1568 
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The Books for the Seventh Year are : — 

Thomas Lodge's Life and Death of William Longbeard, 1593 

Prosopopeia, 1596 

„ (and Robert Greene's) Looking Glasse for London and 

England, 1598 

„ A Treatise of the Plague, 1603 

Bannatyne Manuscript, Part VL, 1568 

Do. Do., Part VII., 1568 

The reprint of the '' Looking Glaffe for London and England" was made 
from the fecond edition, 1598, a circumilance which, although unavoidable, the 
Council regfret. The pra6lice of the Club has hitherto been, when poffible, 
to print the exa6l text of firft editions ; but in this inftance, the unique copy of 
1 594, in the Library of his Grace the Duke of Devonfliire, could not be found, 
having been miflaid. It is almoft needlefs to add that his Grace, with his 
wonted liberality, would have lent it to the Club for reprodu6lion had it been 
recovered in time. 

By the iffue of Part VIL the full text of the Bannatyne MS. is now 
complete, and it is a fatisfaftion to the Council to know that the contents of 
this important colle6lion are at length placed beyond the reach of accident. 
Owing to various contingencies, the work has occupied a much longer time 
than was anticipated, but the Council believe that the delay has been conducive 
to a faithful rendering of the original text. They have to acknowledge the 
facilities afforded by the Curators of the Advocates* Library, for the copying 
and collation of the Manufcript, the details having been carried out with the 
utmoft care and kindnefs by their refpefted Librarian, Mr. J. T. Clark. 

The remaining works of Lodge (of courfe excluding his tranflations of 
Jofephus, Seneca, and Du Bartas) are: — 

Euphues Shadow, 1593 

PooRE Mans Talentt, [? 1623] 

Miscellaneous Pieces, 



Thefe are now nearly ready for iffue as the firft inftalment for the Eighth 
Year. 

The following are in preparation for publication : — 

(i.) Bibliographical Index to Lodge's Works. 

(2.) Mr. E. W. Gosse's Life of Lodge. 

(3.) Notes, Glossary, and Indexes to Lodge's Works. 

(4.) Notes, Glossary, Indexes, &c, to Bannatyne Manuscript. 

The Annual Statement of Income and Expenditure is annexed. 

Applications for Memberfliip (which is ftri6lly limited to 200) may be 
made to Mr. John Alexander, 68 Regent Street, Weft. Glafgow, Hon. 
Treasurer and Secretary. Annual Subfcription, £2 2s. 

Glasgow, December, 1881. 
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To Balance from last year, 
„ Subscriptions, 



303 9 o 



/ 



/ 
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Cn 

By Printing jf 157 4 o 

„ Paper, 68 16 6 

, , Tmnscribing and Collating at London, 

Oxford, and Edinbuigh, . • 39 3 10 

,, W^ood Cutting and Engraving, 12 10 o 

,, Binding, 10 12 ii 

,, Fire Insurance, 126 

,, Postage and Receipt Stamps, and Inci- 
dental Expenses, . . 14 14 4 

,, Photographing, 3 7 2 

,, Commission on Cheques, . . 036 

,, Balance to Eighth Year, . o 13 4 



£yA 8 I 



JOHN ALEXANDER, Hon. Treasurer, 



In addition to the foregoing balance of 13s. 4d., I have to certify that the Treasurer has on hand ;f23 2s. of 
Eighth Year's, and;f8 8s. of Ninth Year's Subscriptions, paid in advance. 

GEO. W. HILL, AudUor, 
Glasgow, ^oih November^ i88r. 
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Professor DICKSON, D.D., Curator of the University Library, Glasgow. 

Professor YOUNG, M.D., Keeper of the Hunterian Museum, University, Glasgow. 

Rev. JAMES DODDS, D.D., Corstorphine, Edinburgh. 

ALEXANDER YOUNG, 9 Lynedoch Place, Glasgow. 

JAMES BARCLAY MURDOCH, Hamilton Place, Langside, Glasgow. 

THOMAS RUSSELL, of Ascog, Bute. 

JOHN ALEXANDER, 68 Regent Street, West, Glasgow, Hon, Tnas, and Secy, 



LIST OF M EM BERS.— (Seventh Year.) 



ADAMSON, Edward, M.D., 4 West Street, Rye, 

Sussex. 
Aitchison, Thos. J., 85 South Back Canongate, Edinburgh. 
Alexander, John, 68 Regent Street, West, Glasgow, 

Hon, Tiros, and Secy, 
Alexander, Walter, 4 Bumbank Gardens, Glasgow. 
Allen, Edward G., 12 Tavistock Row, Covent Garden, 

London, W.C. 
Anderson, Sir James, 16 Warrington Crescent, London. 
Anderson, Robert, 22 Ann Street, Glasgow. 

BAIN, James, i Haymarket, London, S.W. 

Barclay, Charles H., 27 Royal Exchange Square, 

Glasgow. 
Berlin Royal Library (per Asher & Co., 13 Bedford 

Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.) 
Boston Athenaeum, U.S.A. (per E. G. Allen, Ix)ndon, 

W.C.) 
British Museum Library, London, W.C. 
Bruce, Alexander, 37 Victoria Road, Govanhill, Gla^ow. 
Bruce, R. T. Hamilton, 2 Lennox Street, Edinburgh. 
Brunt<m, Thomas, 13 Royal Crescent, Crossbill, Gla^ow. 
Buckley, Rev. W. E., Rectory, Middleton Cheney, 

Banbury. 
Bunten, J. C, 24 Park Circus, Glasgow. 
Bute, The Most Noble the Marquis of, Cardiff Castle, 

Wales. 

CALDWELL, James, Craigielea Place, Paisley. 
Campkin, Henry, F.S.A., 1 12 Torriano Avenue, Kentish 
Town, London, N.W. 



Chamberlain, John Henry, Grange House, CoTentry 

Road, Small Heath, Birmingham. 
Chetham*s Library, Manchester (per Richard Hanby, 

Librarian.) 
Chorlton, Thomas, 32 Brazennose Street, Manchester. 
Clark, David Robert, M.A., Clairmont, Pollokshields, 

Glasgow. 
Cochran-Patrick, R. W., M.P., M.A., LL.B., Cantab., 

F.S.A., Scot., of Woodside, Beith, Ayrshire. 
Coleridge, Right Hon. Lord, Heath's Court, Ottezy St. 

Mar>', Devon. 
Collier, John Payne, F.S.A., Riverside, Maidenhead, 

Berkshire. 
Cook, James Wm., Wentworth House, Snaresbrook, 

Essex. 
Cook, John, " Gazette " Office, Paisley. 
Coscns, F. W., 27 Queen's Gate, Kensington, London, 

S.W. (Two Copies,) 
Culley, Matthew T., Coupland Castle, Wooler, North- 
umberland. 

DALGLISH, Robert, 84 Miller Street, Glasgow. 
Davis, C, 16 Rylett Road, Shepherd's Bush, London, W. 
Denny, Alexander D., 196 Piccadilly, London, W. 
Denny, Wm., Bellfield, Dumbarton. 
Derby, Right Hon. the Earl of, Knowsley, Prescot, 

Lancashire. 
Devonshire, His Grace the Duke of, Devonshire House, 

Piccadilly, London, W. 
Dickson, Rev. Professor, D.D., University, Glasgow. 
Dodds, Rev. James, D.D., Corstorphine, Edinburgh. 



Donald, C. D. (per Kerr & Richardson), Glasgow. 
Donaldson, R., 91 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

EADIE, Wm., M.D., 16 Woodside Place, Glasgow. 
Edinburgh University Library (per John Small, M.A.), 

Edinburgh. 
Ellis & White, 29 New Bond Street, London, W. 

FALCONER, Thomas, Judge of County CourU, Usk, 

Monmouthshire. 
Fleming, John Gibson, C.A., Easterton, Milngavie, 

Glasgow. 
Fox, Francis F., Madeley House, 72 Pembroke Road, 

Clifton. 
Fumivall, Frederick J., 3 St. George's Square, Primrose 

HiU, London, N.W. 
Fumess, Horace Howard, Philadelphia, U.S.A. (per 

A. R. Smith, 36 Soho Square, London). 

GALBRAITH, Wm., 3 Blythswood Square, Glasgow. 

Gardner, William, 5 Forbes Place, Paisley. 

Gardyne, Alexander, 224 Richmond Road, Hackney, 

London, E. 
Gibson, Robert, 4 Jane Street, Blythswood Square, 

Glasgow. 
Gibbs, Henry H., St. Dunstan's, Regent's Park, London. 
Gilniotir» Jcrfin, Montnve, Kexmoway, Fife. 
Girvan, Jas. Graham* 186 West George Street, Glasgow. 
Glasgow, R^t Hon. the Earl of, Kelbume House, 

Ajrrshire. 
Godwin, John G., 76 Warwick Street, London, S.W. 
Goodwin, John, 235 George Street, Glasgow. 
Gordon, Rev. Rdxrt, 4 Mayfield Street, Newington, 

Edinburgh (per Thomas G. Stevenson). 
Gray, George, County Bufldlngs, Hutcheson Street, 

Glasgow. 
Greenshields, J. B., of Kerse, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire. 
Guild, James Wyllie, 17 Park Terrace, Glasgow. 
Guy, Robert, 120 Regent Street, West, Glasgow. 

HARVARD College Library, Cambridge, U.S.A. (per 

Triibner & Co., London). 
Haynes, Benjamin, 13 Herbert Terrace, Clevedon, 

Somerset. 
Henderson, John, 47 Union Street, Glasgow. 
HUl, George W., 6 Prince's Terrace, Dowanhill, 

GliMgOIW, 

Hopkins, Hugh, 85 Renfield Street, Glasgow. 
INGLIS, Anthony, BroombiU, Partick, Glasgow. 



JARVIS, John W., Avon House, Manor Road, Hollo- 
way, London, N. 

Jackson, R. D., 4 Stanhope Street, Hyde Park Gardens, 
London, W. 

James, Col. Edward C, Ogdensburg, New York, U.S.A. 

James, F. L., 41" Hill Street, Berkeley Square, London, 
W. 

Jenkins, James, M.D.,Nevinston, Hannamead, Plymouth. 

Johnston, Richard, Kemoal Manor, Cbislehnrst, Kent. 

Keith, Rev. William A., BLA., Buriiam Vicarage, 

Rochester, Kent. 
Kershaw, John, Park Honse^ Willeaden Lane, London, 

. N.W. 
Kershaw, John, Cross Gate Audenshaw, Manchester. 
Knight, Joseph, 27 Camden Square, London, N.W. 

Lamb, J. B., 12 High Street, Paisley. 

Leigh, John, Sandiway House, Whalley Range, Man- 
chester, Local Sec, 

Lindsay, Alex., M.D., loi West Nile Street, Glasgow. 

Lingard-Monk, R. B. M., 10 Booth Street, Piccadilly, 
Manchester. 

London, Library of the Corporation of, GuildhaU, E.C. 

Lumsden, James, Arden, Alexandria, N.B. 

Lyell, David, 6 Chalmers Crescent, Edinburgh. 

MACDONALD, Alexander, M.P., (the late) Well HaU, 
Hamilton, by Glasgow. 

Macdowall, Henry, younger, of Garthland, Renfrew- 
shire. 

Macfarlane, Donald, 108 West Graham Street, Glasgow. 

Macgeorge, B. B., 19 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow. 

Macgregor, Patrick Comyn, of Brediland, Paisley. 

MacGrigor, A. B., LL.D., 19 Woodside Terrace, 
Glasgow. 

Mackenzie, John Mansfield, W.S., 33 Melville Street, 
Edinburgh (per Thomas G. Stevenson). 

Mackenzie, John Whitefoord, 16 Royal Ciicos, Edin- 
burgh. 

Makellar, Rev. William, 8 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh 
(per Thomas G. Stevenson). 

Manchester, His Grace the Duke of, Kimbolton Castle, 
St Neot's, Hunts. 

Manball, James, Ibrox Flour Mills, Glasgow. 

Maxwell, Sir William Stirling, Bart., M.P. (Trustees of 
the late) Keir House, Perthshire. 

Medlicott, W. G., Masadrasaets, U.S.A. (per£B. 
Qnaiitdi, 15 Piccadilly, Loodra, W.) 

Mitchell Library, Glasgow (per F. T. Barrett, Librarian). 



Moody, John, 353 Bath Street, Glasgow. 
Morison, Henry, Orchard, by Denny. 
Mounsey, R. H., 3 Castle Street, Carlisle. 
Muir, James, 149 West George Street, Glasgow. 
Muntz, George H. M., Church Hill, House, Handsworth, 

Birmingham. 
Murdoch, James Barclay, Hamilton Place, Langside, 

Glasgow. 

NAPIER, James, Maryficld, Bothwell. 
Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society, New- 
castle-on-Tyne (per W. Lyall, Librarian). 

PAINE, Cornelius, 9 Lewes Crescent, Kemp Town, 
Brighton. 

Pattinson, Thomas, Moss Grange, Whalley Range, 
Manchester. 

Priaulx, O. de Beauvoir, 8 Cavendish Square, London, W. 

Purves, W. S., Advocate, 6$ S. W. Circus Place, Edin- 
burgh. 

RANDALL, Wm. Henry, 61 George Street, Manchester. 
Reform Club, Pall Mall, London, S.W. (perW. Ridgway, 

169 Piccadilly). 
Reid, Wm., Jun., Chapclhill, Paisley. 
Richardson, James, 89 Queen Street, Glasgow. 
Rintoul, Andrew, 28 Hope Street, Glasgow. 
Robb, James, 66 Trongatc, Glasgow. 
Rowat, William, Paisley. 
Russell, Thomas, of Ascog, Bute. 

SHERRIFF, George B., 5 Wellington Street, Glasgow. 
Slingluff, C. Bohn (per A. Russell Smith, 36 Soho 
Square, London, W.). 



Smith, Alexander, Springvale Place, Millbrae Road, 

Langside, Glasgow. 
Smith, Charles, 14 Market Street, Faversham, Kent. 
Smith, D. Stewart, 34 Eastcheap, London, E.C. 
Sotheran, Henry, 136 Strand, London. 
Stevenson, Thomas G., 22 Frederick Street, Edinburgh. 
Stevenson, William, 28 Robertson Street, Glasgow. 
Stewart, Alexander B. (Trustees of the late), Rawclifie 

Lodge, Langside, Glasgow. 
Stewart, Robert B., 1 1 Crown Temce,Dowanhill, Glasgow. 

TAYLOR, D. M., Rothesay. 

Tennant, Charles, M.P., The Glen, Inncrleitheo, Peebles- 
shire. fTivo Copies,) 

Thomson, J. M., 10 Wemyss Place, Edinburgh. 

Thorpe, Rev. J. F., Hemhill Vicarage, Faversham, Kent 

Tinkler, Rev. John, Arkengarth Dale Vicarage, near 
Richmond, Yorkshire. 

Toovey, James, 177 Piccadilly, London, W. 

Triibner, Nicholas, 57 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 

VEITCH, George Seton, Bank of Scothmd, Paisley. 

WESTERN Qub, Glasgow (per Wm. Smith, 114 Bath 

Street). 
Weston, George, 9 Gray*s Inn Square, London, W.C. 

YALE Collie, Newhaven, Conn., U.S.A. (per E. G. 

Allen, London). 
Young, Alexander, 9 Lynedoch Plaee, Glasgow. 
Young, George, 97 Wellington Street, Glasgow. 
Young, George B., 2 Hillsborough Terrace, HiUhead, 

Glasgow. 
Young, Professor, M.D., University, Glasgow. 
Young, William, Dulwich Common, London, S.E. 



LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 



For the Firft Year. 
No. I. Rowlands' Grbbnks Ghost Havnting 

CONIKCATCHERS, l602 

2. Rowlands' Hvmors Looking Glasse, 1608 

3. „ Thb Knave of Clubbes, . 1609 

4. „ A Paire op Spy-Knaves, [1620 ?] 

5. Craig's Amorosb Songes, Sonets, and 

Elegies, .... 1606 

6. Craig's Poetical Recreations, . 1609 

7. Rowlands' Looke to it : For Ile 

StabbeYe, .... 1604 

8. Rowlands' Hell's Broke Loose, . 1605 

9. „ The Night-Raven, 1620 
10. „ Good Newes and Bad 

. 1622 



NSWES, 



For the Second Year, 

11. Craig's Poeticall Ess ayes, . . 1604 

12. „ Poeticall Recreations, . 1623 

13. „ PiLGRIME AND HeREMITE, . 1631 

14. Rowlands' A Fooles Bolt is Soone 

Shott, .... 1614 

15. Rowlands' Diogines Lanthorxe, . 1607 

16. Bannatyne Manuscript— Part I., . 1568 

17. NiccoLs* Sir Thomas Overburies 

Vision, with an Introducflion by Mr. 
James Maidment, .1616 

(Ptdented by Mr. Alexander Youn^.) 

18. Craig's Miscellaneous Poems, with 

a General Introdu<5lion by Mr. David 
X^ainc[, .... ~~" 

19. Rowlands' Martin Mark-All, . 1610 
2a „ Letting of Hvmovrs 

Blood in the Head-vaine, . 1600 

21. Rowlands' A Terrible Battell 

BETWEENE TiME AND DEATH, [1606 ?] 



For the Third Year, 

22. Rowlands' More Knaves Yet ? . — 

23. „ The Knave of Harts, . 1612 

24. „ The Melancholie Knight, 1615 

25. Lodge's Phillis : Honoured with 

Pailorall Sonnete, 1593 

26. Lodge's The Devil Coniured, 1596 

27. „ The Wounds of Ciuill 
War, .... 1594 

28. Lodge's Catharos : Diogenes in his 

Singolaritie, .... 1591 

29. Rowlands' Betraying of Christ, . 1598 

30. „ Tis Merrie when Gos- 
sips Meete, . . . . 1602 

31. Hannay's Poetical Works, with an 

IntrodttdVion by Mr. David Lainff, . 1622 
(Prefented by Mr. Thomas Ruffell) 

32. Bannatyne Manuscript— Part II., . 1568 



For the Fourth Year, 

No. 33. Rowlands' A Sacred Memorie of 

THE Miracles of Christ, . 1618 

34. Rowlands' A Whole Crew of Kind 

Gossips, .... 1609 

35. Lodge's Scillaes Metamorphosis. . 1589 
30. „ A Margarite OF America^ . 1596 

37. Rowlands' Heavens Glory : Seeke 

It, &c., .... 1628 

38. Rowlands' Doctor Merrie*man: or, 

Nothing but Mirth, . . . 1609 

39. Rowlands' The Famous History of 

Guy Earl of Warwick, . . 1682 

40. Bannatyne Manuscript— Part III., 1568 

41. Garden's Life of Bishop Elphin- 

STON, and A Theatre of Scottish 
Worthies, Edited by Mr. David 
Laine, . . . 1619-26 

(Prefented by Mr. Alexander B. Stewart.) 



For the Fifth Year, 

42. Lodge's A Fig for Momus, . 1595 

43. ,, Rosalynde: Euphues Golden 
Lqgacie, .... 1590 

44. Lodge's The History of Robert 

Second Duke of Normandy, 1591 

45. Bibliographical and General 

Indexes, Glossary, &c.» to 
Samuel Rowlands' Works — Part I., — 

46. Bannatyne Manuscript — Part IV., 1568 



For the Sixth Year, 

47. Lodge's Wits Miserie, &c., . 1596 

48. ,, Reply TO Gosson's ScHOOLE 

of Abuse, . . . [1580?] 

49. Lodge's An Alarum against 

Vsurers, &c., . . 1584 

50. Bannatyne Manuscript — Part V., . 1568 

51. Bibliographical and General 

Indexes, Glossary, Memoir, 
Title-pages, &c., to Samuel 
Rowlands' Works — Part II., — • 



For the Seventh Year, 

52. Lodge's IJFB AND Deathof William 

Longbeard, .... 

53. Lodge's Prosopopeia, 

54. Lodge's A Treatise of the Plague, 

55. Bannatyne Manuscript— Part VI., 



%. 



56. » » PartVIL. 

57. Lodge's (and Greene's) Looking 

Glasse for London and England, 



1593 
1596 
1003 
1568 
1568 

1598 



HUNTERIAN CLUB. 



EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



\r 



HUNTERIAN CLUB, 



EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



The Books for the Eighth Year are : — 

THOBiAS Lodge's Euphues Shadow, 1592 

„ PooRE Mans Talentt, [1623?] 

„ Miscellaneous Pieces, 1581-1622 

Bibliographical Index to Lodge's Works, and Memoir by Edmund W. 

Gosse, 1886 

Samuel Rowlands' Aue CiESAR, 1603 

As dated in the Bibliographical Index, Lodge's **Poore Mans Talentt" 
is now printed for the firft time, from the original Manufcript principally 
in the handwriting of the author, and it will be feen from Mr. Gosse's 
Memoir that this work has yielded feveral interefting points regarding 
Lodge's perfonal hiftory not previoufly known. 

With regard to Rowlands' **Aue Caefar," 1603, the Council only 
learned after the Club's reprint of this author's works had been completed, 
that a piece bearing his initials was included in the Second Series of the 
late Mr. Henry Huth's ** Fugitive Poetical Trails," 1875. In the Pre- 
fatory Note to the prefent reprint the reafons for its addition to the Hunterian 
Club's edition of Rowlands' works are fully dated. 

The Index, Gloffary, and Title Pages to Lodge's Works, and com- 
pleting them, are now all printed, and only the want of funds has prevented 
their inclufion with the Parts for the Eighth Year. 



Along with the completion of Lodge, and as a firft iffue for the Ninth 
Year, it is propofed to fend out the Introdu<5lory matter and Index to the 
Bannatyne Manuscript. The Council is fatisfied that the complete publi- 
cation of this important manufcript has been the mod ftriking feature of the 
Club's work, and would have juftified its exiftence had nothing elfe been 
undertaken. It is already within the knowledge of members, that every 
line and word have been printed, all previous tranfcripts from its folios 
being fragmentary, and thus many of its mod charadleriftic contents 
have been for the firft time made acceffible to ftudents of Early Scottifti 
Literature. 

The Council does not intend to carry on the Club further than to com- 
plete the work now in progrefs, but for this purpofe it will be neceffary to 
call up the Ninth Year s fubfcription to the extent of Thirty Shillings, which 
will yield a fum fufficient, it is calculated, to cover all prefent and pro- 
fpe<5live liabilities. 

In connexion with this announcement, the Council defires to make 
plain, beyond the poflibility of mifunderftanding, that members who do not, 
at an early date, complete their fets fo far as iffued, will not afterwards 
have an opportunity of doing fo, as the number of copies printed will 
correfpond only to the paid fubfcriptions for the Eighth Year. 

The Council has further decided that all previous iffues remaining in 
ftock after the ift of July, 1888, fhall be deftroyed, fo as effeflually to 
prevent any of the Club's publications finding their way into the book market 
as '* remainders." Its policy has been throughout to make each financial 
year bear its own liabilities, and now to accept less than full fubfcription 
price for any portion of the iffues, would manifeftly be unjuft to thofe 
members who from the firft have fo loyally and indulgently fupported the 
Hunterian Club. 

The Council has to exprefs its great regret that fo long a time has 
elapfed fince the laft iffue (the firft for the Eighth Year) was made, but 
circumftances over which it had really no control unfortunately intervened. 
The lamented death, in May, 1886, of the late Honorary Secretary and 
Treafurer, Mr. John Alexander, has been a heavy lofs, and his old 
colleagues in the Council take this opportunity of recording their deep 
fenfe of his untiring intereft in all the Club's affairs. 



The Financial Statement for the Eighth Year, with a Lift of the 
Members, will be found appended. 

Applications for Memberfhip (which is ftridlly limited to 200) may be 
made to Mr. James Barclay Murdoch, Capelrig, Mearns, Renfrewftiire, 
Hon. Treafurer and Secretary. Annual Subfcription, £2 2s. 



Glasgow, December^ 1887. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT.^EIGHTH YEAR, 



Dr, 
To BaUnoe from last year, 
,, Subscriptions, 



£0 13 4 
395 13 10 



£3^ 7 2 



By Printing, .... 
Paper, .... 

Transcribing and Collating, . 
Wood Cutting and Engraving, 
Literary Work, Glossaries, etc., 
Insurance (1882-1887), 
Binding .... 
Postage and Incidental Expenses, 
Balance to Ninth Year, 




£^ 7 a 



JAMES BARCLAY MURDOCH, Hon, Trtamrer, 



In addition to the foregoing balance oi £^ 15s. 4d., I have to certify that the Treasurer has on hand £21 
for Subscriptions paid in advance. 

GEO. W. HILL, Aiuiiiar, 
Glasgow, mM December^ 1887. 



COUNCIL. 



Professor DICKSON, D.D., Curator of the University Library, Glasgow. 

Professor YOUNG, M.D., Keeper of the Hunterian Museum, University, Glasgow. 

Rev. JAMES DODDS, D.D., Corstorphine, Edinburgh. 

ALEXANDER YOUNG, 9 Lynedoch Place, Glasgow. 

THOMAS RUSSELL, OF Ascog, Bute. 

JAMES BARCLAY MURDOCH, Capelrig, Mearns, Renfrewshire, Hon. Tnas. and Secy. 



LIST OF MEMBERS— Eighth Year. 



ADAMSON, Edward, M.D., 4 West Street, Rye, 

Sussex. 
Aitchison, Thomas J., 85 South Back, Canongate, 

Edinburgh. 
Alexander, John, 68 Regent Street, West, Glasgow. 
Alexander, Walter, 4 Bumbank Gardens, Glasgow. 
Allen, Edward G., 12 Tavistock Row, Covent Garden, 

London, W.C. 
Anderson, Sir James, 16 Warrington Crescent, London. 
Anderson, Robert, 22 Ann Street, Glasgow. 

BAIN, James, i Haymarket, London, S.W. 

Barclay, Charles H., 27 Royal Exchange Square, 

Glasgow. 
Berlin Royal Library (per Asher & Co.), 13 Bedford 

Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C. 
Bliss, Frank E., New York (per B. F. Stevens, London). 
Boston Athenaeum, U.S.A. (per E. G. Allen, London). 
British Museum Library, London, W.C. 
Brown, John, Glasgow. 

Bruce, Alexander, 37 Victoria Road, Govanhill, Glasgow. 
Bruce, R. T. Hamilton, 2 Lennox Street, Edinburgh. 
Brunton, Thomas, Hawthorn Villa, Pollokshields, 

Gla^ow. 
Buckley, Rev. W. E., Rectory, Middleton Cheney, 

Banbury. 
Bunten, J. C, 24 Park Circus, Glasgow. 
Bute, The Most Noble the Marquis of, Cardiff Castle, 

Wales. 



CALDWELL, James, Craigielea Place, Paisley. 
Campkin, Henry, F.S.A., 112 Torriano Avenue, Kentish 

Town, London, N.W, 
Chamberlain, John Henry, Grange House, Coventry 

Road, Small Heath, Birmingham. 
Chetham's Library, Manchester (per Richard Hanby, 

Librarian), 
Chorlton, Thomas, 32 Brazennose Street, Manchester. 
Clark, David Robert, M.A., Clairmont, Pollokshields, 

Glasgow. 
Cochran-Patrick, R. W., LL.B., CanUb., F.S.A.Scot, 

of Woodside, Beith, Ayrshire. 
Coleridge, Right Hon. Lord, Heath*s Court, Ottery St. 

Mary, Devon. 
Cook, James William, Wentworth House, Snaresbrookf 

Essex. 
Cook, John, "Gazette" Office, Paisley. 
Cosens, F. W., 7 Melbury Road, Kensington, London, 

S.W. {Two Copies.) 
Culley, Matthew T., Coupland Castle, Wooler, North- 
umberland. 

DALGLISH, Robert, 18 N.E. Royal Exdiange, 

Glasgow. 
Davis, C, Sandhill Villas, Kew, Surrey. 
Denny, Alexander D., 66 Haymarket, London, W. 
Denny, William, Bellfield, Dumbarton. 
Derby, Right Hon. the Earl of, Knowsley, Prescot, 

Lancashire. 



Devonshire, His Grace the Duke of, Devonshire House, 

Piccadilly, London, W. 
Dickson, Rev. Professor, D.D., University, Glasgow. 
Dodds, Rev. James, D.D., The Manse, Corstorphine, 

Edinburgh. 
Donald, C. D. (per Kerr & Richanlson), Glasgow. 

EADIE, WUliam, M.D., i6 Woodside Place, Glasgow. 
Edinburgh University Library (per John Small, M.A.), 

Edinburgh. 
Ellis & Scrutton, 29 New Bond Street, London, W. 

FALCONER, Thomas, 18 Royal Crescent, Bath. 
Fleming, John Gibson, C.A., 13 Lynedoch Crescent, 

Glasgow. 
Fox, Francis P., Madeley House, 72 Pembroke Road, 

Clifton. 
Fumivall, Frederick J., LL.D., 3 St. George's Square, 

Primrose Hill, London, N.W. 
Fumess, Horace Howard, LL. D. , 22 Washington Square, 

West, Philadelphia, U.S.A. 

GALBRAITH, William, 3 Blythswood Square, Glasgow. 

Gardner, William, 5 Forbes Place, Paisley. 

Gardyne, Alexander, 224 Richmond Road, Hackney, 

London, E. 
Gibson, Robert, 4 Jane Street, Blythswood Square, 

Glasgow. 
Gibbs, Henry H., St. Dunstan's, Regent Park, London. 
Gilmour, John, Montrave, Kennoway, Fife. 
Gir>'an, James Graham, 186 West George Street, Gla^ow. 
Glasgow, Right Hon. the Earl of, Crawford Priory, 

Fife. 
Godwin, John G., 76 Warwick Street, London, S.W. 
Goodwin, John, 235 George Street, Glasgow. 
Gordon, Rev. Robert, 4 Mayfield Street, Newington, 

Edinburgh (per Thomas G. Stevenson). 
Gray, George, County Buildings, Hutcheson Street, 

Glasgow. 
Greenshields, J. B., of Kerse, Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire. 
Guayangos, Ex^ Senor Don Pascual de, 38 Queen 

Square, London, W.C. 
Guild, James Wyllie, 17 Park Terrace, Glasgow. 
Guy, Robert, 120 Regent Street, West, Glasgow. 

HARVARD College Library, Cambridge, U.S. A. (pet 

Triibner & Co., London). 
Haynes, Benjamin, 13 Herbert Terrace, Clevedon, 

Somerset. 
Henderson, John, 47 Union Street, Glasgow. 



Hill, George W., 6 Prince's Terrace, Dowanhilly 

Glasgow. 
Hopkins, Hugh, 85 Renfield Street, Glasgow. 

INGLIS, Anthony, Broomhill, Partick, Glasgow. 

JARVIS, John W., Avon House, Manor Road, Hollo- 
way, London, N. 

Jackson, R. D., 4 Stanhope Street, Hyde Park Gardens, 
London, W. 

James, Col. Edward C, Ogdensburg, New York, U.S.A. 

James, F. L., 41a Hill Street, Trafalgar Square, 
London, W. 

Jeflfray, Robert, Crosslee, Johnstone. 

Jenkins, James, M.D., Nevinston, Hannamead, Plymouth. 

Johnston, Richard, Kemual Manor, Chblehurst, Kent. 

KEITH, Rev. William A., M.A., Burham Vicarage, 

Rochester, Kent. 
Kershaw, John, Park House, Willesden Lane, London, 

N.W. 
Kershaw, John, Cross Gate, Ardenshaw, Manchester. 
Knight, Joseph, 27 Camden Square, London, N.W. 

LAMB, J. B., 12 High Street, Paisley. 

Leigh t John, Sandiway House, Whalley Range, Man- 
chester. 

Lindsay, Alexander, M.D., Springfield, Bucklyvie, 
Stirlingshire. 

Lingard-Monk, R. B. M., 10 Booth Street, Piccadilly, 
Manchester. 

London, Library of the Corporation of, Guildhall, E.C. 
(per H. Hadland, Librarian). 

Lucas, William, 133 West George Street, Glasgow. 

Lumsden, James, of Arden, Alexandria, N.B. 

Lyell, David, 6 Chalmers Crescent, Edinburgh. 

MACDOWALL, Henry, of Garthland, Lochwinnoch, 
Renfrewshire. 

Macfarlane, Donald, 108 West Graham Street, Glasgow. 

Macgeorge, B. B., 19 Woodside Crescent, Glasgow. 

Macgregor, Patrick Comyn, of Brediland, Paisley. 

MacGrigor, A. B., LL.D., 19 Woodside Terrace, 
Glasgow. 

Mackenzie, John Mansfield, W.S., 33 Melville Street, 
Edinburgh (per Thomas G. Stevenson). 

Mackenzie, John Whitefoord, 16 Royal Circus. Edin- 
burgh. 

Makellar, Rev. William, 8 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh 
(per Thomas G. Stevenson). 



Manchester, His Grace the Duke of, Kimbolton Castle, 
St. Neot»s, Hunts. 

Marshall, James, Whitecrook, Pollokshields, Glasgow. 

Medlicott, W. G., Massachusetts, U.S.A. (per B. 
Quaritch, 15 Piccadilly, London, W.) 

Mitchell Library, Glasgow (per F. T. Barrett, Librarian). 

Moody, John, 353 Bath Street, Glasgow. 

Morison, Henry, Orchard, by Denny. 

Mounsey, J. G., 3 Castle Street, Carlisle. 

Muir, James, 149 West George Street, Glasgow. 

Muntz, George H. M., Church Hill House, Handsworth, 
Birmingham. 

Murdoch, James Barclay, of Capelrig, Mearns, Renfrew- 
shire, Hon, Treas, and Secy, 

NEWCASTLE Literary and Philosophical Society, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne (per W. Lyall, Librarian), 

Newcastle Free Public Library (per W. J. Haggerton, 
Librarian), 

PAINE, Cornelius, 9 Lewes Crescent, Kemp Town, 

Brighton. 
Pattinson, Thomas, Moss Grange, Whalley Range, 

Manchester. 
Priaulx, O. de Beauvoir, 8 Cavendish Square, London, W. 
Purves, W, S., 65 West Circus Place, Edinburgh. 

RANDALL, William Henry, 61 George Street, Man- 
chester. 

Reform Club, Pall Mall, London, S. W. (per W. Ridgway, 
169 Piccadilly). 

Reid, William, jun., Chapelhill, Paisley. 

Richardson, James, 89 Queen Street, Glasgow. 

Rintoul, Andrew, 28 Hope Street, Glasgow. 

Robb, James, 66 Trongate, Glasgow. 

Robertson, David, 94 Mitchell Street, Glasgow. 
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